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As the Rev. Mr John Weſley, in his Anſwer to 
Aſpaſio Vindicated, expreſſed a doubt of its being the 
genuine work of the late Rev. Mr James Hervey, which 
Mr Kerſhaw, in his Reply to the Preface of the Edin- 
burgh edition, has embraced and propagated; itis proper 
to inform the reader, that an edition of theſe letters has 
been publiſhed at London, by Mr John Hervey, the au- 


thor's brother, and from the Revd author's own manu- 


ſeripts, which puts the authenticity of the performance 
beyond doudt : and on a careful comparing the copy 


publiſhed by Mr Hervey with the one printed in Edin- 


burgh, the reader may ſee with his own eyes, that there 
is no material difference between the two editions. 
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PREFACE to the Edinburgh Edition 


O F 


AsPAsSIo Vindicated. 


R HE RVE 's writings have gained ſuch a favourable 

reception among Chriſtians of all denominations, 

that nothing farther need be ſaĩd to recommend his DE- 

FENCE of Theron and Aſpaſio, than to aſſure the public, 

that it contains the ſtrongeſt internal marks of being ge- 

nuine; and is equal, if not ſuperior, to any of his contro- 
verſial pieces publiſhed in his life-time. 

It was printed in England a few months ago, but not 
publiſhed : fo that, it is believed, not four copies of it have 
reached Scotland. The ſubject is deeply intereſting: the 
manner in which it is managed, ſcriptural, judicious and 
animated Miſtakes there may be in the illuſtrations of 
certain paſſages of ſcripture, and poſſibly too in a few leſ- 
ſer doctrinal ſentiments incidentally introduced. Though 
Mr HEeRvEy was a workinan that needed not to be a- 
ſhamed, he knew but in part, and propheſied but in part. 
He was too wiſe and good to arrogate to himſelf infallibi- 
lity. Yet that is no reaſon why ſo uſeful and ſeaſonable 
a performance ſhould remain unknown. 

Many religious ſocieties have been lately erected in 
Edinburgh, under the direction of the Reverend Mr Jo HN 
WESLEY; and moſt of their members are perſons warms 
ly attached to the doctrine, worſhip and dilcipiine eſta- 
bliſhed in the church of Scotland, | 

Pollibly the following ſheets may convince ſome of them, 


that Mr Weſley is by no means fo orthodox as they have 


hitherto imagined, in that doctrine of juſtification through 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, which Luther eſteemed the 
characteriſtic of a ſtanding or falling church, 

Mr Weſley has ſaid, Plain Account, p. 4. It is a point 
* wechiefly inſiſt upon, that orthodoxy, or right opinion, is 
at belt but a very {lender part of religion, if any part of 


© it at all.“ But, thoughI am far from thinking contempt- 


A ibly 


ibly of that gentleman's abilities, I much queſtion if he will 
not find it a taſk too hard for them to prove, that igno- 
rance or error are as friendly to virtue, as juſt ſentiments ; 
and that infinite wiſdom has revealed a ſcheme of doctrines, 
which men who have the beſt advantages for underſtand- 


ing it may, with perfect innocence and entire afety, miſ- 5 
take or diſbelieve. | 
Many ſober-minded Arminians would be ſhocked at the 
virulent reflections he has caſt on the Calviniſt doctrines, 
of election, and the perſeverance of the ſaints, in his pieces ©« 
againſt Mr Whitefield and Dr Gill. But as the Publiſher 2 f 
cannot at preſent command a ſight of his other writings, I 
he contents himſelf with a few extracts from his late Pre- = © 
ſeroative againſ} unſettled notions. _ 1 
P. 148, 1 49. he aſſerts baptiſmal regeneration; or, 
that in baptiſm, a principle of grace is infuſed, which wil! # 
not be wholly taken away, unleſs we quench the Hol ü 
Spirit by lonꝑ- continued wickedneſs. | R } 
P. 163,—170. he attempts to prove, that both the © 
church and the civil magiſtrate have a p&wer to decree re- *® 
| ligious ceremonies neither enjoined nor forbid in ſcripture; } © 
and may warrantably refuſe to admit into their ſociety, 7 2 
or to adminiſter the Lord's ſupper, to ſuch who in theſe V 
matters, in their own nature indifferent, refuſe to comply | 
: with their decrees. = © 
P. 179. © Men are not elected till the day of their con- 15 2 
verſion to God.“ P. 180. Predeſtination is God's fore- © tl 
appointing obedient believers to ſalvation, not without, * 
but according to his foreknowledge of all their works, 4 
from the foundation of the world.“ al 
P 183. © Our obedience to CHRIST is the cauſe of his 3 
becoming the author of eternal ſalvation to us.“ : 
P 184,.— 192. is ſpent in attempting to prove, that 5 
CHRIST died for all men; and that to ſay, he died for the a 
elect as elect, is to ſay, that he loſt his labour of love, and ” 
accompliſhed a ſolemn nothing ; becauſe the elect, as ſuch, ſt 
are not loſt, nor captives, nor unjuſt, nor dead in treſpaſſes oy 
and fins, 4 Wi 
P. 192. © We believe, that in the moment Adam fell, du 
he had no freedom of will left; but that Gop, when of = 
his own frec grace he gave the promiſe of a Saviour to him 40 


and 1 
* 33.P 
73 


—— 5 2 —— RAR * 2 


1 3 
and his poſterity, graciouſly reſtored to mankind a liberty 


and power to accept of proffered ſalvation.” 
P. 237. © Whether it be lawful or not, {which itſelf 


2 may be diſputed, being not fo clear a point as ſome may 

. imagine), it is by no means expedient for us to ſeparate 
from the eſtabliſhed church.“ (He ſpeaks of the Church 

1 of England.) | | 

5 For this he aſſigns twelve reaſons. The 8th is,“ Be- 

8 caule, to form the plan of a new church would require in- 


FR 3 finite time and care, (which might be far more profitably 
| beſtowed), with much more wiſdom, and greater depth 


8 : | 

As 1 and extenſiveneſs or thought, than any of us are maſters of.“ 
4 How far this modeſt declaration corret; bonds with Mr 
r, Welley's conduct, let others judge. Is it leſs difficult to 


11 4 form the plan of a church within a church, whoſe mem- 


ly bers in South Britain profeſs to belong to the Church of 
2 England, and thoſe in North Britain to the Church of 

1 1 Scotland, while yet their moſt important ſpiritual concerns 
e- 7 are inſpected and governed by teachers, who, in that capa- 
city, have no dependence on either of theſe churches, but 


> are ſent, continued, or removed, at the pleaſure of Mr 


„% Welley! 
3 
ly 7 P. 241. We look upon ourſelves not as the authors 


= or ringleaders of a particular ſect or party, but as meſſen- 
gers of God to thoſe who are Chriſtians in name, but Hea- 


. = thens in heart and life, to call them back to that from 
at, {2 which they are fallen, to real, genuine Chriſtianity ?* 
s, | And a little after, We look upon the Methodiſts not as 
any particular party, but as living witneſſes in and to every 
bis BZ party, of that Chriſtianity which we preach.” | | 
| 7 If the Methodiſt teachers confined themſelves to preach- 
at ing, there might be ſome room for this plea: but hardly 
be aan this be pled, when they form bands or claſſes, where 
peo” meaſures are followed offenſive to many judicious Chri- 
ch, ſtians. Could they not be witneſſes to Chriſtianity, with- 
"ho out that inquiry into one another's religious experiences, 
Which Chriſt has nd where enjoined, either as a moral 
ell, 4 duty, or a mean of grace? 
of P. 243. © Might it not be another, at leaſt prudential 
Oey * rule, for every Mcthodiſt preacher not to frequent any 


nd | 1 diſſenting meeting? If we do this, certainly our people 
1 A. 2 h will.“ 


CT 43 


will.” Now this is actually ſeparating from the church. 
A little after,“ If it be ſaid, But at the church we are fed 
with chaff, whereas at the meeting we have wholeſome 
food: we anſwer, 1. The prayers of the church are not 
chaff. 2. The Lord's ſupper is not chaff, Yea, 3. In 
almoſt all the ſermons we hear there, we hear many great 
and important truths; and whoever has a ſpiritual diſcern- 
ment, may ealily ſeparate the chaft from the wheat therein. 
4. How little is the caſe. mended at the meeting! Ei- 

ther the teachers are new-light men, denying the Lord 
that bought them, and overturning his goſpel from the 
very foundations; or they are predeſtinarians, and fo preach 
predeſtination and final perſeverance more or leſs. Now 
whatever this may be to them who were educated therein, 
yet to thoſe of our brethren who have lately embraced it, 
repeated experience ſhews it is not wholeſome food: rather 
to them it has the effect of deadly poiſon.“ | 


Perhaps ſome may aſcribe it to an oppoſite prudential | 


rule, calculated for the Edinburgh meridian, that Methodiſt 
preachers there ieldom or never attend the qualified Epi- 
ſcopal meetings, but Preſbyterian churches ; and churches 
too, in which the doctrines of predeſtination and the ſaints? 
perſeverance are explicitly preached. But the laſt part 


of the paragraph juſt now tranſcribed, affords a different 


ſolution of that ſtrange phaenomenon. Mr Welley, by 
his profound {kill in medicine, has found out, that poiſon 
may pcthbly prove harmleſs, where men have been early 
enough, and long enough accaſtomed to {ſwallow it; which 
fortunes to be the caſe with tae good people of Scotland, 
as to the poifonous doctrines of Calviniſin ! 

P. 244. Nor is it expedient for any Methodiſt preacher 
to imitate the Diſſenters in their manner of praying, either 
in his tone, in his language, or in the length of his prayer, 
which ſhould not uſually exceed four or five minutes: nei- 
ther ſhould we ſing like them, in a ſlow drawling manner. 
We ling ſwift, both becauſe it faves time, and becauſe it 
tends to awake and enliven the ſoul.”” (I hope this will 
meet with due attention from ſome admirers of Mr Weſley, 
who ſcruple attending in churches where the ſwift method 
of ſinging, without reading, has been lately introduced.) 


The Pre/ervative is concluded, p- 245+ by adviſing every 
Met hodiſt 
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1 4 Methodiſt preacher carefully to read it, and his Serious 


d Thoughts concerning perſeverance and predeſtination, and 
1e to recommend and explain them to the Methodiſt ſocieties, 
tt © that they may be no more toſſed to and tro by every wind 
in of doctrine, but may be ſettled in one mind and one judg- 
at ment. 

1 This advice, if known to the Methodiſt teachers in 
n. Edinburgh, has been ſo little regarded by them, that Mr 
s.: Weſley's Preſervative, and other con troverſial writings, 


rd are carefully ſecreted from the greateſt part of the mem- 
he bers of their ſocieties, poſſi bly from a prudent jealouſy, 
ch © leſt they ſhould ſpy ſomewhat in them that might abate 


w their fondneſs to place themſelves under his direction. Truth 
n, and honeſty chuſe to enter openly and undiſguiſed. He » 
it, that entereth not in by the door of a plain, ſimple decla- 
ler ration of his ſentiments, but inſinuateth himſelf into men's 
affections, by concealing or varniſhing over his opinions, 
ial the ſame is a thief and a robber. Miniſters of the goſpel, 
iſt by manifeſtation of the truth, ſhould recommend themſelves 
pi- do every man's conſcjence in the fight of God. Walking 
hes in craftineſs, haydiing the word of God deceitfully, keep- 
its? ing back from bearers what may be profitable, and, from 
art affectation of popularity, ſhunning to declare the whole 
ent counſel of God, indicate more of the wiſdom of the ſerpent, 
by BY than of the harmleflunefs of the dove; and, on the moſt 
ſon candid ſuppolition, proceed from a zeal for God not ac- 
rly |} cording to knowledge. The publiſher never received 
nich the leaſt provocation from any of the Methodiſts ; nay, 
nd, 3 bas been treated by them with unmerited reſpe&t: many 


of them he eſteems and loves for the truth's fake which is 


her 2 in them, and {hall be with them for ever. Of the ſincere 
her piety of ſome of their teachers, nay even of their found 
yer, 4 principles, he would think favourably, But when he re- 


nels © lets, that one is at the bead of their ſocieties, who has 
blended with ſome precious goſpel-truths, a medley of 
Arminian, Antinomian, and enthuſiaſtic errors, he thinks 
it high time to ſound an alarum to all who would wiſh to 
tranſnit to poſterity the pure faith once delivered to the 
ſaints, ſerivuſly to conſider what the end of theſe things 
may probably be. Damnable hereſies, ſuperſtitious rites, 
1 and the wildeit fanaticiſm, may gradually gain ground; 
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| and opinions and practices take place, the mention of 

; which would ſhock many, it is hoped the greatelt part of 

| people, in this country, at preſent attached to Methodiſm. 
If men are once brought to believe, that right opinion is a 

E ſlender part of religion, or no part of it at all, there is 
1 ſcarce any thing ſo fooliſh, or ſo wicked, which Satan may 

N not prompt them to, by transforming bimſelf into an an- 
gel of light. 


1 


| Edinburgh, Jan, 7, 
| T7979 DB 3. 
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PREFACE to As PAS O Vindicated, 


In anſwer to Mr KERSHAW' S 


EARNEST APPEAL 


— 


HAVE neither leiſure nor inclination to criticiſe the 
pious refſections, and devout hymns, which make up 
fo conſiderable a part of Mr Kerſhaw's Farneſ/t Ap- 

peal. Though they ſcarcely glance at the argument of 
the preface, they are not ill ſuited to infinuate favourable 
ſentiments of the Methodiſts, to {well the ſize of the Ap- 
peal, and to apologize for its price. 

Mr K. has, on different occaſions, tried his talent of 
torturing words to a ſenſe that may afford him a ſpecious 
handle for ridiculing the ſentiments and reaſonings of his 
opponents. 

bad begun the preface with ſaying, © Mr HERVEV's 
« writings have gained ſuch a reception among Chriſtians 
* of ail denomipations, that nothing turther need be faid 
ce to recommend his defence of ere aud epa ſio, than 
to aſſure the public, that it contains the ſtrongeſt inter- 
* nal marks of being genuine.“ Hence a handle is taken, 


Apbeal, p. 35. to repreſent me as arguing, That becauſe 


Mr Hervey's writings publiſhed in his lifetime gained a M - 
vourable reception, therefore his name in the front 1s 

ſufficient recommendation of a poſthuingus book, that con- 
feſſedly got into the world as it were by ſtealth. Is 
this a fair comment on the text? Would an unbiaſed rea- 
der conſider my words, as importing, that the name of an 
author, without external or internal marks of authentici- 
ty, was any recommendation? They indeed import, that 


the 


1 
the ſtyle and manner of Maſio vindicated, prove, that Mr 


Hervey wrot it. That evidence, I muſt be excuſed for 
thinking, remains ſtil] unſhaken, after all the ſtory of Mr 
Cudworth. If that gentleman's heart was profligate 
enough to prompt him to an infamous forgery, of which 
however there is no proof: yet hardly was his genius ad- 
quate for a taſk, in which the moſt artful and cautious _ 
impoſtors have generally failed ; counterfeiting, I mean, 
throughout a work of conſiderable length, the moſt ſtrik- 
ing and characteriſtical indications of authenticity. 

Mr K. inſiſts, p. 37. & /eq. that 1 confeſs miſtakes in 
Aſpafio vindicated, both in doctrinal ſentiments and il- 
luſtrations of ſcripture, and yet pronounce them equal, if 
not ſuperior, to avy of his controverſial writings publiſhed 
in his lifetime : whence he argues, I mult think there are 
fuch miſtakes in theſe other writings. 

Had Mr K. read the preface leiſurely, and with atten- 


tion, he would have obſerved I only fay, © miſtakes there 
may be, &c.;” and found my ſaying fo, fimply on this, r 
that Mr Hervey was not infallible, This is no more a 
confeſſion of actual miſtakes in ¶paſio vindicated, than a- « 
knowledging myſelf liable to err, would be a confeſſion, = a 
that ſome of my preſent opinions are actually falſe. y « 
Though I had confeſſed what Mr K. alledges, his con- t 
ſequence would not hold. I think ſome of the works of it 
Chemnitius, Gerhard, Bengelius, and other Lutheran di- fi 
vines, ſuperior in value to certain modern Calvinilt pieces; fi 
in which laſt there are, notwithſtanding, fewer errors: and n 


it is as conſiſtent with equalling, or even preferring Apaſio 7 
vindicated, to Mr Hervey? A W works, to ſuppoſe leſſer hf of 


miſtakes in the firſt, from which the laſt 5 free. 06 

Far leſs would it follow, from my acknowledging i- « 
ſtakes in all Mr Hervey's writings, that I Jooked upon them © 
as unprofitable, and not calculated to do good. (See 4p „ 
peal, p 37.) If no books in which there are any miſtakes |} & 


are calculated to do good, Iam afraid no bulky book in & 
the world, except the Old Teſtament in Hebrew, and the “ 
New in . would deſerve a reading; nay, nor even 1 
theſe, unleſs we knew they were exactly printed from co- 

pies in which there was no error. Does not Mr Kerſhaw 


think, that not a few miſtakes in Theron and A/pafio have 
deen 
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been pointed out by Mr Weſley, in his letter to the au- 
thor? and yet does he not ſay, P. 3*. © It is certain Mr 
« Hervey's writings have been weapons, by which God 
ec has done great things, in inſtructing the fooliſh, convin- 
& cing the erroneous, c.? Mr Weſley has recommend- 
ed a number of books at the end of his Reflections on the 
conduct of human life. I ſuppoſe he will readily acknow- 
ledge, that there may be miſtakes even in his own tracts 
and Chriſtian library; and that there are miſtakes in Epic- 
tetus, and Marcus Antoninus, not to ſay Terence, Horace, 
or Martial. All of them, however, appear in the iſt ; 
which, it is evident from the deſign of the book to which 
they are annexed, they would not have done, if he had not 
looked upon them as profitable, and calculated to do 
good. Is candor confined to Methodiſts! and are all elſe 
ſuch bigots, that they cannot efteem a book uſeful, in 
which they ſee ſome ſmall miſtakes ! 

What occaſion then has the preface given for the excla- 
mation, (Sppeal, p. 27.) Where is the glory of Mr 
* Hervey himſelf, if all his writings are fo full of miſtakes? 
% His remembrance is dear to many. But if this be the 
t caſe, as. it appears from the above, we may truly ſay, in 
© mournful accents, Where is his glory?“ Is ſaying that 


there are miſtakes in all Mr Hervey's writings, (had that 


indeed been ſaid), the fame thing with ſaying, they are 
full of miſtakes? Where were Mr Kerſhaw's eyes, if he 
fancied I faid ſo? and where was his honefty, if he did 
not ? 

What is ſaid, Appeal, p. 46. has more appearance both 
of fairneſs and of argument: “Can that be ſcriptural, 
„which miſtakes, 1. Scripture illuſtrations (I ſhould ra- 
*© ther have ſaid proofs)? 2. Doctrinal ſentiments, allows 
** ing they were the leſſer ſort only, and but few in num- 
ber likewiſe ? By the fame charitable allowance, how- 
ever, I hope ſoon to make it appear, that the editor 
« muſt either allow Mr Weſley to be orthodox, or him» 
ſelf poſlibly a little too partial.” If Mr Welley's mi- 
ſtakes were only in a few illuſtrations of certain paſſages 
of ſcripture, (not ſcripture illuſtrations, which was not the 
phraſe in the preface), or in leſſer doctrinal ſentiments, I 
acknowledye, his writings might be in the main orthodox 
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and uſeful; though, at the fame time, guarding againſt 
theſe leſſer errors might be no uſeleſs employment for one 
who had ſufficient leiſure : but if his miſtakes are nume - 


rous, and ſome of them capital ones too, the recommend- 


ing Mr Hervey" s writings will be no reaſon for recom- 


mending his. How numerous Mr Weſley's miſtakes are, 


I have ſhown in the preface, and will further ſhow in the 


; ons of this defence. How important ſome of them are, 


. g. Juſtification through our own faith and obedience, 


and the ſinleſs perfection of all born of God, I need not 


lay. 

But Mr Kerſhaw would have the public believe, that Mr 
Welley cannot be juſtly charged with the firſt of theſe er- 
rors. He tells us, p. 31. Mr W. eſley uniformly aſſerts, 
and that without wavering ſince the 1738, that no man 
is juſtified in the fight of God by any works done by him 
of any kind, either before or after believing, nor by ſanc- 


tikying grace inherent in him; but by the righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt alone, (including both what he did and ſuffered), 
imputed to us, and received by a true and lively faith ; and 
that faith itſelf does not juſtify as it is a work, but as it 
apprehends Chriſt ; and that if Mr Weſley has ſtyled faith 
a condition of juſiification, he has told us, in the firſt vo- 


lume of his ſermons, that all he means is, that a man can- 
not be juſtified without it. From p. 51.—74. he attempts 
to ſhow, that Mr Weſley has unitormly explained the doc - 
- trine of juſtification in this manner. Many of the expreſ- 


ſions to which he appeals might have been honeſtly uſed by 
one who believed not the i imputation of Chriſt's active obe- 
dience, fome of them J think could not; particularly what 
is cited, p. 58. from Weſley's Principles of a Methodiſt: 

6. Chriſt is now the righteouſneſs of every one that truly 
„believes in him; he for them paid the ranſom by his 
« death; he for them fulfilled the law in his life: ſo that 
* now in him and by him every believer may be called a 


e fulfiller of the law.” And, p. 60. from his notes on 
the epiſtle to the Romans, We conclude then, that a a 


man is juſtified by faith; and even by this, not as it is a 

« work, but as it apprehends Chriſt.” _ 
But though theſe and other paſſages prove that Mr 
Weſley has afſerted the ſcripture doctrine of juſtification 
through 
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through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in writings both of 
an older and later date; what name is due to an atteſta- 
tion, that he has uniformly, and without wavering, aſſert- 
ed that doctrine? i ſhall ſay nothing of his jetter to Mr 
Hervey, as it has been fo often reprinted : but I would 
remind Mr Kerſhaw, that in the year 745, Mr Welley 
publiſhed an extract of Mr Baxter on juſtification There 
an attempt is made, p. 2, 4, 5. to confute the opinion 
that Chriſt did as properly obey as {uffer in our ſtead ; 
and that his active obedience is imputed to us for the ma- 
king of us righteous, and giving us a title to the kingdom. 
It is arpued, p. 24,—26. that it is faith in a proper ſenſe 
that is ſaid to juſtify. and not Chriit's righteouſneſs only, 
which it receives: and that faith properly juſtifies, not as 
2 apprehendiny Chrift and his righteouſneſs, but as fulfil; ing 
> the condition of a new covenant. And, to crown all, it 
is maintained, p 26,—21. that repetitance,. N 
of injuries, new obedience, &c. are conditions of pardon 
and eternal life: and that therefore, when it is ſaid that 
faith only juſtifies, the meaning is, that faith juſtifies, as 
implying all other parts of the condition of the new co- 
venant, and as the great maſter-duty of the goſpel, to 
which all the reſt are reducible. 
| This year, 1765, Mr Weſley has publiſhed a large trea- 
tiſe on juſtification, extracted from Mr John Goodwin, as 
containing the real ſeripture- doctrine relating to that ar- 
ticle. The great deſign of that treatiſe is to prove, that 
act the of faith is imputed to men for righteouſneſs; and 
that the active obedience of Chriſt, or his fulfilling the mo- 
ral law, was never intended by God to be that righteouſ- 
neſs wherewith we are juſtiſied Mr Weſley tells us, Mr 
Goodwin was a firm and zealous Calviniſt at the time he 
wrote that book, If he profeſſed himſelf fo, (in which I 
hope Mr Weſley is wrong informed), bis integrity and 
orthodoxy were much of a piece. One thing is certain, 
there are few books in Engliſh, in which the Popiſh and 
Arminian objections againſt the imputation of Chriit's ac- 
tive obedience have been more keenly urged. If, then, 
Mr Kerſhaw would vindicate his aſſertion of Mr Weſley” 8 
uniform orthodoxy, he muſt maintain that the follo wing 
| propoſitions are conliſtent : We are juſtified by the righ- 
teouinels 


E 1 


teouſneſs of Chriſt alone, including both what he did and 
ſuffered. Chriſt's fulfilling the moral law, or active obe- 
dience, was never intended to be that righteanſneis where- 
with we are Juſtified. Faith does not juſtify as it is a 


work, but as it apprehends Chrift. Faith properly juſti- 


fies, not as apprehending Chriſt and his righteouſneſs but 
as an act of obedience to a law, or as fulfilling the condi- 


tion of a new covenant, No man is juſtified in the ſight 


of God, by any works done by him either before or after 
believing, nor by ſanctifying grace inherent in him. Re- 
pentance, forgive neſs of injuries, new obedience, &c. are 


conditions of pardon and eternal life : and faith juſtifies 


as the great maſter-duty of the goſpel, to which all the 
reſt are reducible. When Mr Kerſhaw has reconciled 
theſe glaring contradictions, he bids fair for gratifying 
the ſceptics with a proof, that darkneſs and light, falſe- 
hood and truth, abſurdity and evidence, are one and the 
ſame thing. © Doth a fountain ſend forth at the ſame 
& place ſweet water and bitter? My brethren, theſe 
ce things ought not ſo to be,” Whether the doctrine of 
Juſtification, as aſſerted in the confeſſions of the Lutheran 


and Reformed churches, or as explained by Arminian di- 


vines, is preferable, has indeed been diſputed. But his 
underſtanding muſt be of a monſtrous make, who can di- 


geſt both as equally wholeſome. 
Mr Weſley, in a late advertiſement about Goodwin on 


zuſtification, has apologiſed for himſelf in a way very dif- 
ferent from Mr Kerſhaw, He tells us, as the expreſſion, 


the imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſtifica- 
tion, was capable of a ſound ſenſe, his brother and he, 
not only did not oppoſe it, but ſometimes even uſed it 
themſelves, eſpecially in verſe, where allowance is made 
for phraſes not exactly proper. But they ſoon found the 
inconvenience of thoſe expreſſions. Antinomianiſm came 
in with a full tide. They were perſuaded that thoſe 
phraſes were not only unſcriptural, but dangerous in the 
higheſt degree, tending to deitroy the very end of our 
Lord's coming into the world namely, to fave his peo- 
ple from their ſins; yea, in fact, made thouſands eaſy 


though not thus ſaved. Yet the fear of grieving any who 
were upright of heart, and yet wedded to thoſe modes of 


ex preſſion, 
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© at London, 1756. 
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expreſſion, kept him for many years from ſpeaking expli- 
citly on that head. Nor indeed had he leiſure to ſpeak fo 
largely as was neceſſary to obviate many difficulties. But 
Dr Goodwin has done it to his hand, and confirmed what- 
ever he advances by ſcripture and reaſon, 

Let me briefly review this narrative. The imputation 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſtification, is an expreſ- 
fion generally uſed to ſignify the imputation both of his 
active and paflive obedience. If, therefore, he uſes the 
expreſſion, who denies the firſt, his trumpet gives an un- 
certain ſound: I might have ſaid, a deceitful found ; eſpe- 
cially when other phraſes are uſed along with this, which 
ſeem to imply the common doctrine; . g. 


Jeſus hath lived, hath died for me. 
Jeſu! thy blood and righteouſneſs 
My beauty are, my glorious dre/3: 


where the blood 
diſtinguiſhed. 

But whatever apology may be made for Mr Weſley's 
uſing theſe hymns twenty years ago, what apology can 
be made for his republiſhing them, after the danger of 
uling ſuch phraſes was diſcerned? what apolopy for their 
being daily ſung by Mr Weſley, and his teachers, ſocie- 
ties, and congregations throughout Britain and Ireland? 
Mr Weſley ſays of a collection of hymns printed at 
Edinburgh 1762, where the above cited verſes appear, 
*© There is not an hymn, not one verſe inſerted here, but 
“ what relates to the common falvation.” From all 
this I conclude, and Mr Kerſhaw has done ſo before me, 
2g. 53. that theſe hymns contain Mr Weſley's preſent ſen- 
timents. | , 

But it was not only in verſe, where, it is pled, allow- 
ance may be made for phraſes not exactly proper, that Mr 
Welley has ufed thee phraſes. He has uſed thoſe, nay other 
Phraſes more explicit, on occalions where the greateſt pre- 
ciſion was requiſite. One would expect, if any where, to 
find his opinions clearly ſtated in his Principles of à Me- 
thodiſt, of which I have by me the third edition, publiſhed 
Yet there he ſays, p. 6, 7. Chriſt 


and righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſeem to be 


therefore is now the righteouſneſs of all them that truly 
- | 6 believe 
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« believe in him. He for them paid the ranſom by his 
& death: he for them fulfilled the law in his life. So 
& that now in him, and by him, every believer may be 


ce called a fulfiller of the law.” Was it charity to the 
ſouls of men, to ſuffer aſſertions to remain in ſuch a book, 


which, before that edition, he had abſerved, made thou- 
ſands eaſy, though not ſaved from their ſins? Was fear of 
grieving good men, a reaſon for ambiguous and enſnaring 
expreſſions, or even for ſilence, when from the former uſe 
of ſuch expreſſions, bad men (as Mr Weſley tells us in 
the above-cited advertiſement) bleſſed themſelves in their 
unrighteouſneſs, congratulating themſelves upon their be- 
ing the only men, who underſtand, enjoy, and defend the 
pure goſpel? _ 

From that advertiſement, however, it appears, that 
Dr Goodwin's treatiſe on juſtification is to be conſidered 
as the moſt full and explicit account of Mr Weſley's pre- 
ſent ſentiments of that article. If it exhibits a different 


view of them from what is exhibited in the hymns, and 


other writings, which alſo contain his preſent ſentiments, 
Arminians- may take the firit, and Calviniſts the laſt, and 
both may admire the ſagacity of the teacher, who has 


ſhown the ſame marks of regard to two ſyſtems ſo diame- 5 


trically oppoſite. 

I make no obſervations on what Mr Kerſhaw ſays about 
Cudworth's ſentiments, p. 44. ef ſeq. I have ſmall ac- 
quaintance with his works, If he denies the neceſſity of 
inherent holineſs derived from Chriſt, he dangerouſly errs. 
But that error cannot juſtly be charged upon Mr Hervey, 
and other aſſerters of the imputation of Chriſt's active 
obedience, though their ſubje& has not led them to inſiſt 
at lenꝑth on the neceſſity of real perſonal holineſs. 

I know not what ſocieties Mr Kerſhaw aims at in what 
be lays, Appeal, p. 49. © They who cauſe diſcord and di- 

* vition are from the devil; but the Methodiſts do not 
« cauſe diſcord and diviſion, Cc. ergo. I ſhould not have 
% took notice of this, if it had not been to expreſs my ſor- 
* row, that many of thoſe called religious ſocieties, that 
© have been ſet up in this kingdom for many years before, 
c ſeem not ſo warmly attached to the worſhip and diſci- 
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«© you know but God may have ſent us to help to heal 
& your breaches?” If this is levelled at the religious ſo- 
cieties of the Seceſſion, or Preſbytery of Relief, great inju- 
{tice is done them. Thoſe of the Seceſſion have uniformly 
profeſſed a warm. attachment to the doctrine, worſhip, and 
diſcipline of the church of Scotland, though they think it 
their duty to ſeparate from her preſent judicatories. Thoſe 
of the Preſbytery of Relief often occaſionally communicate 
with miniſters of the church of Scotland: and if they are 
under the ordinary inſpection of paſtors not in full com- 
munion with her, this proceeds, partly, from laudable at- 
tachments to one who did not ſeparate from her, but was 
depoſed for refuſing to do what he thought inconſiſtent 
with his ordination-vows: partly, from ſcruples to ſubmit 
to the miniſtry of preſentees violently intruded upon them. 
Both theſe breaches I ſincerely lament, as depriving the 
church of Scotland of inany who would be an honour and 
bleſſing to her: though I rejoice that, ſo far as I can learn, 
the molt important truths of the goſpel are taught in their 
religious aſſemblies. But hardly do I think theſe breaches 
are likely to be healed by Mr Weſley's ſyſtem gaining 
ground among members of the church of Scotland, as the 
principles of theſe ſeparatiſts are no way favourable to that 
{yttem. | | 
Mr Kerſhaw proceeds, Appeal, p 74. to conſider my 
other objections. Speaking of the extracts upon which 
they are founded, he ſays, What fort of an extract we 
* have here, thoſe who have ſeen the whole maſs may 
judge for themſelves.” Something very ugly is here in- 
ſinuated, which he does not chuſe to ſpeak out. I did in 
the preface, as I do in this defence, ſometimes: give an ac- 
count in a few lines of the intention of many pages: but 
if I had repreſented that intention falſely, Mr Kerſhaw's 
zeal for Mr Weſley would have led him to detect me. 
Mr Kerſha has endeavoured to wrap in obſcurity Mr 
Weſley's account of predeſtination, and to lead away the 
reader from the only queſtion in hand, if his doctrine cor- 
reſponds with that of the church of Scotland on this head, 
and therefore if thoſe warmly attached to the doctrine of 
3 of Scotland act wiſely in encouraging Method- 
ilm. | | 


B 2 What 


[ WI 
What are indeed Mr Weſley's ſentiments, learn from his 
own words. Þ | 2 
* Dialogue between a predeſtinarian and his friend, 2d _ 
edition, Lond. 1741. p. 12. © Predeſtinarian. What then 
do you mean by the words election and reprobation? 
Friend. ] mean this. 1. God did decree from the beginning 
to elect or chuſe in Chriſt all that ſhould believe to ſalva- 
tion; and to reprobate all who ſhould obſtinately and 
finally continue in unbelief. Predeſtinarian. What then 
do you think of abſolute unconditional election and repro- 
bation? Friend. I think it cannot be found in holy writ, © 
and that it is a plant which bears diſmal fruit; an inſtance *: 
of which we have in Calvin himſelf, who confeſſes that be 
' procured the burning to death of Michael Servetns, a wile 
and holy man, purely for differing from him in opinion 
in matters of religion *.“ | 
\ MScripture-dofrine concerning predz/lination, &c. Lond. 
1741. P. 4. As Chriſt was called the Lamb ſlain from 
the 


However unjuſtifiable the burning Servetus may be, prede- 
ſtination was no more acceſſory to his death than Methodiſm. 
He had attacked the doctrine of the Trinity in a moſt inſolent 


and outrageous manner: repreſenting it as an impoſſible mon- ; 
ſter, an impoſture of the devil, a three-headed Cerberus: and 
aſſerting that all Trinitarians were truly Atheiſts. It was there- 
tore no wonder if this provoked the utmoſt ſeverity, in an age, i 
when the principles of toleration were little underſtood, and i 
Proteſtants as well as Papiſts agreed that heretics ought to be put 
to death. Urbanus Regius, a Lutheran divine, publiſhed a book 
A. D. 1558, to juſtify ſuch ſeverity. Nay, even ſo late as A. D. 
3687, one Peter Gunther was put to death at Lubec for denying _*: 1 
the divinity of Chriſt, the Lutheran univerſities of Kilan and if 
Witteberg having ſignified their approbation of the ſentence a- Þ 
ainſt him. See Bibliothec. Brem. claſs. 1 faſc. 5. p. 139-—768: © {| 
hatever right Servetus might have to diflent from an eſtabliſh 
ed religion which appeared to him abſurd, and, if you will, to 
reaſon againſt it, ſurely he had no right to rail at it, to inſult it, 8 
and to blaſpheme what it accounted moſt ſacred and venerable. 5 


The Apoltles demonſtrated the folly of idolatry by unanſwer- 
able arguments; they enforced their reaſonings by the moſt > 
amazing miracles; and yet the town-clerk of Epheſus did hem 
the juſtice to teſtify that they were no robbers of churches, nor 
blaſphemers of the Epheſian goddeſs. Had they been either, in- 
fidels might have ſpeciouſſy urged, that their being perſecuted . "= 
unto death was the juſt reward of their rude, uncivil, hot-brain- 
ed entbhuſaſm. Painting new opinions or practices in ludicrous : 

| colours, 


n his 


„ 2d 
then 
ton © 
ning 
ulva=- 
and 
then 
epro- 
writ, 
ance 
at be 
wile 
INION 


ond. 
from 
the 


brede- 
)d1ſm. 
ſolent 
mon- 
: and 
there- 
n age, 
„ "and 


abliſh- 
111, to 
ſult it, 
erable. 
nſ{wer=- 
> moſt 
d them 
es, NOT 
ler, in- 


ecuted ö 5 
-brain- = 


dicrous 
olours, 


3 

the foundation of the world, and yet not flain till ſeveral 
thouſand years after, till the day of his death ; ſo alſo men 
are called ele& from the foundation of the world, and 
yet are not elected perhaps till ſeveral thouſand years af+ 
ter, till the day of their converſion to God.” | 

Th. p. 5. © If the faints are choſen to ſalvation through 
a believing of the truth, and were called to believe that 
truth by the hearing of the goſpel, then they were not 
choſen before they believed. the truth, and before they 
heard the goſpel, whereby they were called to believe. 
But they were choſen through belief of the truth, and 
called to believe it by the goſpel ; therefore they were 
not choſen before they believed ; much leſs before they had 
a being, any more than Chriſt was ſlain before he had a 
being. So plain is it, that they were not elected till they 
believed; although God calleth things that are not as 
though they were.” | 

I had ſaid, ** Many fober-minded Arminians would be 
ſhocked at the virulent reflections Mr Weſley has caſt on 
the Calviniſt doctrines of election, &c.” To this Mr Ker- 
ſhaw replies, p. 74.1. As this is fomething of a pertonal 
reflection, and has been already anſwered by the gentleman 
it concerns, I have nothing to do with it. I leave the edi - 
tor and Mr Weſley to decide the point. 2. I have read 
thoſe pieces, but do remember no reflections, without con- 


= ſequences go by that name.” 


In Mr Weſley's letter to the ſuppoſed editor, there is 
not a ſy llable about the above charge. If he has anſwer- 


ea it any where elſe, I have not heard of the anſwer. The 


ſecond part of Mr Kerſhaw's apology is pood for nothing, 
Horrible conſequences falſely afcribed to a doctrine, may 
toinetimes contain the molt virulent reflections; and this 


colours, and expoling the folly or knavery of thoſe who would 
introduce them, may often do much to ſtop. their progreſs. But 
ok all weapons that have been uſed againſt au eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion, ribaldry is the very worſt. None diſobliges and offends 
more, and yet none does leſs execution. Of Calvin's.confeiling 
that he procured Servetus's death, I know no evidence. He has 
denied the charge, Opuſc. p. 817. Ex quo convittus eſt, me nullum de 


= Pra verbum fecilſe, non ſolum boni amues viri miki teſtes erunt; jed 


Mans etiam concedo, ut proferant, fi quid habet. 
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was all that my charge againſt Mr Weſley imported. [ am 
now about to prove it well grounded. 

Mr Weſley's ſermon, intituled Free grace, printed at 
Briſtol 1739, is deſigned to expoſe the Calviniſt doctrine 
of predeſtination, i. e. as Mr Weſley expreſſes it, p. 7. 
6 The doctrine, that God did elect a certain number of men 


to ſalvation; that all theſe will be ſaved, and none elſe; 


that the reſt of mankind God leaves to themſelves, and fo 
they follow the imaginations of their own hearts, and are 
at length juſtly puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction.“ 
This doctrine he endeavours to ſhow makes all preaching 


vain, and tends to deſtroy the comfort of religion, nay ho- 


lineſs too and zeal for good works, nay to overthrow the 
Chriſtian revelation, by making it contradict itſelf. - 
P. 22. © It is a doctrine full of blaſphemy : it repreſents 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous as an hypocrite, a dectiver of the 
people, a man void of common ſincerity.— p. 23. © He 
calls thoſe to come to him that cannot come, thoſe whom 
he knows to be unable to come, thoſe whom he can make 
able to come, but will not. How is it poſlible to deſcribe 


greater inſincerity ? You repreſent him as mocking his 


helpleſs creatures, by offering what be never intends to 
give.” p. 24. It repreſents the moſt holy God as worſe 


than the devil; as both more falſe, more cruel, and more 


unjuſt, More falſe; becauſe the devil, liar as he is, hath 
never ſaid, he willeth all men to be ſaved : more unjuſt ; 
becauſe the devil cannot, if he would, be guilty of ſuch 
injuſtice as you aſcribe to God, when you ſay, that God 
condemned millions of fouls to everlaſting fire for conti- 
nuing in ſin, which, for want of that grace he will not give 
them, they cannot avoid : and more cruel ; becauſe that 
unhappy ſpirit ſeeketh reſt and findeth none, ſo that bis 
own reſtleſs miſery is a kind of temptation to him to tempt 
others; but God reſteth in his high and holy place: fo that 
to ſuppoſe him, of his pure will and pleaſure, happy as he 
is, to doom his creatures, whether they will or not, to 


endleſs miſery, is to impute ſuch cruelty to him, as we | 


cannot impute even to the great enemy of God and man.” 
P. 26. Upon the ſuppoſition of this doctrine, one 


might ſay to our adverſary the devil, Thou fool, why doſt 
thou roar about any longer? Thy lying! in wait for ſouls 
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is as needleſs and uſeleſs as our preaching. Heareſt thou 
not that God hath taken thy work out of thy hands, and 
that he doth it much more effectually? Thou canſt only 
intice, but his unchangeable decree, to leave thouſands of 


fouls in death, compels them to continue in fin, till they 


drop into everlaſting burnings. Thou tempteſt ; he for- 
ceth us to be damned. Heareſt thou not that God is the 
devouring lion, the deſtroyer of ſouls, the murderer of 
man?“ 18 
Never did I ſee ſuch bitter and unfair reffections on the 
Calviniſts, unleſs in a piece of Caſtalio's, which I happened 
to glance above twenty years ago, and which left on my 
mind an unuſual impreſſion of horror, I am not to enter 
into a doctrinal controverſy with Mr Weſley. The preface 
and defence, like his letter to Mr Hervey, are intended 
for cautioh, not for confutation. Cole on God's ſove- 
reignty, the Limeſtreet ſermons, Cooper on predeitination, 
and other books abundantly common, have ſhown, that 
ſuch conſequences do not indeed flow from the Calviniſt 
If a further defence be needful, I doubt not 
ſome who have leiſure and ability will undertake it, All 
I ſhall fay is, If doing a thing, or permitting it to be done 
in time, is conſiſtent with God's moral perfections, the eter- 
nally decreeing thus to do or permit can never be contrary 
to them, unleſs the eternally reſolving to do a juſt thing 
is unjuſt, God's decree compels no man to fin, and de- 
prives him of no power to do good. You will fay, there 
flows from the decree an infallible certainty of men's ſin- 
ning, and periſhing in their ſins. I allow it: but a certainty 
no more infallible than would flow from the divine fore- 
knowledge, which Mr Weſley bimſelf allows as a ſerip- 
ture-truth. If the laſt does not infer the creature con- 
{trained, neither does the firit. God hath indued the will 
of man (as is well obſerved Weſtminſter confeſſion, c 9.) 
with that natural liberty that is neither forced, nor by 
any abſolute neceſſity of nature determined, to do good 
or evil, If man has loſt ability to ſpiritual good, his inabi- 
lity flows not from want of natural powers, but from the 
depraved byaſs of his heart: if that depraved byaſs were 
cured, duty would be eaſy. Now, an inability which flows 
from depravity of heart, may well aggravate guilt, but 
can 
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can never excuſe it; unleſs when wickedneſs becomes obſti- 
nate and incurable it ceaſes to be criminal ; and ſtubborn 
rebels againſt the ſovereign Lord of the univerſe have found 
a device, by their ſtubbornneſs of heart, to free themſelves 
from all obligation to loyalty and allegiance. 

From the above extracts and obſervations, it will appear 
what force there is in the apology for Mr Weſley, Appeal, 
p. Ico, I0T, © Neither does he ſay, that predeſtination 
is naturally deadly poiſon ; only, that upon ſome it has 
& that deadly effect. Mr Weſley looks on it to be an 
* edged tool, (as the faculty ſpeak of mercury), if not in 
« the hand of a wiſe man it may do much harm.“ Wrong 
opinions muſt be the leaſt enemy of religion, or no enemy 
at all, if a doctrine is not naturally deadly poiſon, that 
makes preaching vain, tends to deſtroy holineſs, repreſents 
Chriſt as a deceiver, and the holy God as worſe than the 
devil. Every perſon, according to Mr Weſley, who main- 
tains, that God from eternity ordained whatſoever ſhould 
come to paſs, muſt either equivocate and prevaricate, or 


| honeſtly avow that God is the author of all ſin, and the 


deſtroyer of the greater part of mankind without mercy. 
Compare Dialogue between a predeſtinariau and his friend, 
at the beginning, with the dedication, p. 4. Is there not 
deadly poiſon in a doctrine, which can juſtly de charged 
with ſuch ſhocking blaſphemy ? 

Mr Kerſhaw ſays, p. 76. © If the editor imagines Mr 
% Welley lays our works at the bottom of all the fabric 
« of redemption,” (I ſuppoſe he meant to have ſaid prede- 
{tination, of which the former ſentence {peaks), “he does 
* not underſtand hin.” Mr Weſley does not lay our 
works as the foundation of the conditional decree of ſaving 
ſuch who ſhouid believe, for of that he ſuppoſes God's love 


of pity the cauſe : but he does ſuppoſe them the cauſe of 


our actual election, and of Chriſt's becoming to us in par- 
ticular the author of eternal ſalvation. See Scripture-doc+ 
trine concerning predeſtination, p. 6, 8. 

bad obſerved Mr W eſley's allerting, that to ſay Chriſt 
died for the elect as elect, is to ſay that he accompliſhed a 
ſolemn nothing: becauſe the ele, as ſuch, are not loſt. 
Mr Kerſhaw tells us, p. 79. that a few weeks ago Mr Wes 
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obſti- ley himſelf anſwered this to the editor, together with all 


born that is material in the preface. f | 
found = Apprehending that this ill- grounded alledgeance might 


ſelves have more effect than all Mr Kerſhaw's arguments, I ſent 
him Mr Weſley's letter, ſignifying my willingneſs it ſhould 
,ppear be publiſhed as an appendix to his Farneft Appeal. Mr 


ppeal, _ Kerſhaw returned me the following note. 

nation — © As Mr Kerſhaw had, as he apprehends, ſufficient rea. 
it has ſons for taking notice of Mr Weſley's letter to the Editor, 
be an _* ſeeing many made an / u/e of his ſilence in that reſpect, 
not in when he was here lately; and as he apprehends the letter 
Vrong © implicitly juſtifies all he ſaid of it as wrote to the Editor, 
enemy be is by no means unwilling it ſhould be publiſhed. . Ne- 
, that vertheleſs, neither the Editor nor the Public can look up- 


reſents on it as Mr Weſley's full anſwer to the Preface, Mr Ker- 
an the | ſhaw is ſenſible Mr Weſley never intended it as ſuch ; for 
main- if he had, he would have precluded the neceſſity of his He- 
ſhauld p. When the note from the Editor came to hand, near 
te, or three hundred copies of the Reply were gone off, ſo that 


nd the it was impoſſible to print it in the way deſired.” 

nercy, | How far Mr Weſley's letter was an anſwer to any thing 

friend, material in the preface, the reader will belt judge by per- 

re not uling . 

narged | Edinburgh, April 24. 1765. 
REVEREND SIR, | 

es Mr | PEtween thirty and forty years I have had the world 

fabric upon me, ſpeaking all manner of evil. And I expected 

prede- no leis, as God had called me to teſtify that its deeds were 

'e does evil. But the children of God were not upon me: nor 


1y our did I expect they would, I rather hoped they would take 
ſaving _ knowledge, that all my deſigns, and thought, and care, 


's love and labour, were directed to this one point, To advance 
auſe of . the kingdom of Chriſt upon earth. And fo many of them 
in par- did, however differing from me, both in opinions aud 
re- doc modes of worſhip. I have the pleaſure to mention Dr 

z Doddridge, Dr Watts, and Mr Wardrope, in particular. 
Cbriſt How then was I ſurpriſed, as well as concerned, that a 
hed a child of the ſame Father, a ſervant of the ſame Lai a 


t loſt. member of the ſame family, and (as to the eſſence of it) a 
Wel. preacher of the ſame goſpel, ſhouid, without any provoca- 
I:y tion that I know of, declare open war againſt me! 1 was the 

| mare 


5 
more ſurpriſed, becauſe you had told me ſome months 
ſince. that you would favour me with a letter. And had 


this been done, I make no doubt but you would have re- 
ceived full ſatisfaction. Inſtead of this, you uſhered into 


this part of the world, one of the moſt bitter libels that 


was ever wrote againſt me: wrote by a dying man, (fo 
far as it was wrote by poor, well-meaning Mr Hervey), 


with a trembling hand, juſt as he was tottering on the 


margin of the grave. A great warrior reſigned his 
crown, becauſe “ there ſhould be ſome interval, he ſaid, 
between fighting and death.” But Mr Hervey, who had 
been a man of peace all his life, began a war not fix 
months before he died. He drew his ſword, when he was 
juſt putting off his body. He then fell on one to whom 
he had the deepeſt obligations, (as his own letters, which 
I have now in my hands, teſtify), on one who had never 772» 
tentionally wronged him, who had never ſpoken an unkind 
word of him, or to him, and who loved him as bis own 


child. O tell it not in Gath! The good Mr Hervey (if 


theſe letters were his) died curling his ſpiritual father ! 

And theſe letters another good man, Mr ——, has in- 
troduced into Scotland, and warmly recommended, Why 
have you done this? © Becauſe you have cor-ealed your 
principles, which is palpable di/honeſty.”. | 

When I was firſt invited into Scotland, (about 1 4 years 
ago), Mr Whitefield told me,“ You have no buſineſs there: 
for your principles are ſo well known, that if you ſpoke 
like an angel, none will hear you. And if they did, you 
would have nothing to do but to di/pute with one and 
another from morning to night.” | | 


I anſwered, © If God ſends me, people will hear. And 


I will give them no provocation to diſpute : for- will 
ſtudiouſly avoid controverted points, and keep to the fun- 
damental truths of Chriſtianity. And if any (till begin to 
diſpute, they may: but I will not diſpute with them,” 
{ came. Hundreds and thouſands flocked to hear. But 
I was enabled to keep my word, I avoided whatever 
might engender ſtrife, and inſiſted upon the grand points, 
the religion of the heart, and ſalvation by faith, at all 
times, and in all places. And by this means, I have cut off 
all occaſion of diſpute, from the firſt day to this very hour. 
| L | And 
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And this you amazingly improve into a fault; conſtrue 
into a proof of diſhoneſiy. You lik, viſe charge me with 


i holding unſound principles. and with laying, Right opi- 


nions are (ſometimes) no pa: t of religion.“ 

The laſt charge | have anſwered over and over, and very 
lately to Bp Warburton. Certainly had you read that 
ſingle tract, you would never have repeated that ſtale ob- 
jection 

As to my principles, every one knows, ormay know, that 
I believe the thirty-firſt article of the church of tingland. 
But can none be ſaved who believe this? I know you will 
not ſay ſo. Meantime, in the main point, juſtification by 
faith, I have not wavered a moment for theſe ſeven and 
twenty years. And Ilallow all which Mr Hervey himſelf 
contends for, in his entrance upon the ſubject, "ome to 
Jeſus as a needy beggar : hang upon him as a devoted pen- 
fioner.”* And whoever does this, I will be bold to fay, ſhall 
not periſh everlaſtingly. 

As to your main objection, convince me that it is my 


duty to preach on controverted ſubjects, predeſtination in 


particular, and I will do it. At preſent, I think it would 
be a fin. I think, it would create {till more diviſions. And 
are there not enough already? I have ſeen a book wrote 
by one who ſtiles himſelf, Eceleſiæ Scotice direptæ et ge- 
mentis Preſbyter. Shall J tear ecclefiam direptam et ge- 
mentem ? God forbid! No; I will, fo far as I can, heal 
her breaches. And if you really love her, (as 1 doubt not 
you do), why ſhould you hinder me from fo doing? Has 
ſhe ſo many friends and helpers left, that you ſhould ſtrive 
to leſſen their number? Would you wiſh to turn any of 
her friends, even though weak and miſtaken, into enemies? 
If you muſt contend, have you not Arians, Socinians, ſe- 
ceders, infidels, to contend with? to ſay nothing of whores 
mongers, adulterers, ſabbath-breakers, drunkards, com- 
mon ſwearers! O ecc/eſia gamens And will you pals by 
all theſe, and ſingle out ue to fight with? Nay, but I will 
not. Ido and will fight with all theſe, but not with yo. 
I cannot : I dare not. You are the fon of my Father; my 
fellow-labourer in the goſpel of bis dear Son. I love your 
perſon : I love your character: I love the work wherein 
you are engaged, And if you will {till ſhoot at me, on 
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more ſurpriſed, becauſe you had told me ſome months 
ſince. that you would favour me with a letter. And had 
this been done, I make no doubt but you would have re- 
ceived full ſatisfaction. Inſtead of this, you uſhered into 


this part of the worid, one of the moſt bitter libels that 
was ever wrote againſt me: wrote by a dying man, (fo 


far as it was wrote by poor, well-meaning Mr Hervey), 


with a trembling hand, juſt as he was tottering on the 


margin of the grave. A great warrior reſigned his 
crown, becauſe © there ſhould be ſome interval, he ſaid, 
between fighting and death.” But Mr Hervey, who had 


been a man of peace all his life, began a war not fix 


months before he died. He drew his ſword, when he was 
Juſt putting off his body. He then fell on one to whom 
be had the deepeſt obligations, (as bis own letters, which 
Thave now in my hands, teſtify), on one who had never in- 
tentionally wronged him, who had never ſpoken an unkind 
word of him, or to him, and who loved him as bis own 


child. O tell it not in Gath! The good Mr Hervey (if 


theſe letters were his) died curling his ſpiritual father ! 
And theſe letters another good man, Mr ——, has in- 
troduced into Scotland, and warmly recommended. Why 
have you done this? “' Becauſe you have convealed your 
principles, which is palpable di/honeſty.” 
When ] was firſt invited into Scotland, (about 14 years 
ago), Mr Whitefield told me,“ You have no buſineſs there: 
for your principles are ſo well known, that if you ſpoke 


like an angel, none will hear you. And if they did, you 


would have nothing to do but to %% ute with one and 
another from morning to night.” | | 
I anſwered, © If God ſends me, people will hear. And 
I will give them no provocation to diſpute : for I will 
ſtudiouſly avoid controverted points, and keep to the fun- 
damental truths of Chriſtianity. And if any (till begin to 
diſpute, they may: but I will not diſpute with them.“ 
I came. Hundreds and thouſands flocked to hear. But 
I was enabled to keep my word, I avoided whatever 
might engender ſtrife, and inſiſted upon the grand points, 
the religion of the heart, and ſalvation by faith, at all 
times, and in all places. And by this means, I have cut off 


all occaſion of diſpute, from the firſt day to this very hour. 


And. 
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And this you amazingly improve into a fault; conſtrue 
into a proof of diſhoneſty. You lik« wiſe charge me with 
holding anſound principles. and with laying, “Right opi- 
nions are (ſometimes) no pas t of religion.“ 

The laſt charge | have anſwered over and over, and very 
lately to Bp Warburton. Certainly had you read that 
ſingle tract, you would never have repeated that ſtale ob- 

As to my principles. every one knows, or may know, that 
believe the thirty - firſt article of the church of England. 
But can none be ſaved who believe this? I know you will 
not ſay ſo. Meantime, in the main point, juſtification by 
faith, I have not wavered a moment for theſe ſeven and 
twenty years. And I allow all which Mr Hervey himſelf 
contends for, in his entrance upon the ſubject, "ome to 
Jeſus as a needy beggar : hang upon him as a devoted pen- 
ſtoner.” And whoever does this, I will be bold to fay, ſhall 
not periſh everlaſtingly. 

As to your main objection, convince me that it is my 
duty to preach on controverted ſubjects, predeſtination in 
particular, and I will do it. At preſent, I think it would 
be a fin, I think, it would create ſtill more diviſions. And 
are there not enough already? I have ſeen a book wrote 
by one who ſtiles himſelf, Eceleſiæ Scotice direpte et ge- 
mentis Preſbyter. Shall T tear eccleſiam direptam et ge- 
mentem ? God forbid! No; I will, fo far as I can, heal 
her breaches. And if you really love her, (as 1 doubt not 
you do), why ſhould you hinder me from fo doing? Has 
ſhe ſo many friends and helpers left, that you ſhould ſtrive 
to leſſen their number ? Would you wiſh to turn any of 
her friends, even though weak and miſtaken, into enemies? 


If you muſt contend, have you not Arians, Socinians, ſe- 
ceders, infidels, to contend with? to ſay nothing of whore- 


mongers, adulterers, ſabbath-breakers, drunkards, com- 
mon ſwearers! O eccleſia gemens! And will you paſs by 
all theſe, and ſingle out ze to fight with? Nay, but I will 
not. I do and will fight with all theſe, but not with yoz. 
I cannot : I dare not. You are the ton of my Father; my 
fellow-labourer in the goſpel of bis dear Son. I love your 
perſon : I love your character: I love the work wherein 
you are engaged, And if you will {till ſhoot at me, on 
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cauſe Mr Hervey has painted me as a monſter) , even with 
arrows drawn from Biſhop Marburton's quiver, (how unfit 
for Mr 's band!) I can only ſay, as | always did be- 
fore, the Lord Jeſus bleſs you in your ſoul, in your body, 
in your relations, in your work, in whatever tends to his 
own glory! Iam, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your affectionate brother, 
JOHN WESLEY. 


Mr Weſley has thought it his duty to write againſt the 


doctrine of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, as to predeſtina- 


tion, juſtification, &c, looking upon it as fatal to precious 
ſouls. Where-ever therefore he obſerves plants growing 
up, that to him appear ſo poiſonous, true benevolence 
mult needs prompt him to endeavour the rooting them 
out. In Scotland, as well as in England, theſe doctrines 
are preached; and if human nature is the ſame in North as 


in South Britain, immoral and licentious opinions muſt in 


both have the ſame effects If therefore the Methodiſt preach- 
ers in Scotland have not attacked theſe doctrines, and if 
Mr Weſley approves their conduct, no reaſonable account 
of this can be given, unleſs that they prudently conclude, a 
precipitate attack might alarm many of their new pro- 
ſelytes, occaſion their forſaking them, and thus prevent 
that ſucceſs, which might probably be ſecured by delay, 
till they gain a fuller aſcendant over their followers. 

This was the light in which I viewed and ſtill view Mr 
Weſley's conduct, and therefore thought it no way incon- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtian charity, to warn thoſe who as yet 
believe the doctrines of the Weſtminſter confeſſion, not to 
put themſelves under the inſpection of a teacher whoſe 


principles muſt oblige him to undermine, if poſſible, that - 


belief. I once intended to have writ Mr Weſley ; and the 
only time I ever talked with him, ſignified to him that in- 
tention, But, upon mature reflection, I ſaw no cauſe to 
fatter myſelf, either that I could procure from him ſatiſ- 
faction as to what oftended me in his writings and conduct, 
or that I could convince him he was in the wrong. He 
had, in my apprehenſion, diſcovered himſelf no novice in 


the arts of ſubtilty and di!guiſe, This diſcouraged me 


from 


n 
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by him a wiſe and holy man. 


8) 


from a correſpondence, which might more probably an- 


ſwer a bad purpoſe than a good one. A public warning 


againſt the growth of Methodiſm was judged neceſſary. 
Thoſe better qualified declining the taſk, I was at length 
prevailed upon to undertake it. 
Mr Weſley's catholie charity has not reſtrained him 
from declaring his reſolution to fight with Seceders, nay, 
frem ranking them with Arians and Socinians *. Their 
peculiar opinions and practices are much leſs important than 
the doctrinal articles in which he differs from the church of 
Scotland. Why. then deems he it uncharitable in a mem- 
ber of that church, to contend with one, who, in the 
keeneſt manner, has contended againſt theſe doctrinal ar- 
ficles ? : 

Thus T have anſwered what is material in Mr Weſley's 


letter, extept his reference to his letter to the Biſhop of 


Glouceſter, which will afterwards fall in my way, 
Mr Weſley had ſaid, Preſervative, p. 192. We be- 


ce ljeve that in the moment Adam fell he had no freedom 


ce of will left; but that God, when, of his own free grace, 
© he gave the promiſe of a Saviour to him and his poſte- 
& rity, graciouſly reftored to mankind a liberty and power 
& to accept of proffered ſalvation. Mr Kerſhaw aſks, 
p. 80, 8r. © Did the editor inſert this paragraph to defeat 
cc his intention, and confute the whole vindication? Did 
c eyer an Arminian in the world declare, I believe that in 
c the moment Adam fell he had no freedom of will left? 
I did not charge this paragraph with Arminianiſm ; nay, 
I think the firſt part of it verges to the oppolite extreme. 
The will is endued with that natural liberty, that it is nei- 
ther forced, nor by an abſolute neceſſity determined to do 
good or evil. This holds good even with reſpect not only 
to the moſt depraved of mankind, but to devils themſelves ; 
otherwiſe they would ceaſe to be the ſubjects of God's go- 
vernment, and could not as moral agents be puniſhed for 


their bad tempers and conduct. You will perhaps plead, 


that Mr Weſley did not mean to deny man's natural but 


It would be wrong to conclude from this, that Mr Wefley 
has no charity for Seceders : for Michael Servetus, one of the 
wildeſt Antitrinitarians that ever appeared, has been pronounced 


h's 


11 
his moral inability. This laſt was undoubtedly loſt by the 
fall: but then, if this is his meaning, he errs in aſſerting, 
that God hath reſtored to mankind a moral power to ac- 
cept of proffered ſalvation. A moral power and an incli- 
nation is the ſame thing. If mankind in general were in- 
clined to accept the proffered ſalvation, all to whom it is 
proffered would in fact accept it, as want of inclination 


can be the only hinderance of ſuch acceptance. In a word,- 
man by the fall loſt not his natural powers, and to man- 


kind in general moral powers are not reſtored. 

I ſee no force in what Mr Kerſhaw bas ſaid to vindicate 
the Methodiſts from the charge of forming a church with- 
in a church, and leave it without remark. I thank him 
for correfing my miſtake, that the Methodiſt teachers 
& are ſent, continued, or removed, at the pleaſure of Mr 
& Weſley,” by obſerving, p. 84. Mr Weſley is not with- 
out coadjutors, who act in concert with him; and what is 
done, is uſually done by conſent of the whole.” 

P. 85.—97. Mr Kerſhaw criticiſes the editor for ſaying, 
* Could not the Methodiſts be witneſſes to Chriſtianity, 
& without that inquiry into one another's religious expe- 
c“ riences, which Chriſt has no where enjoined, either as a 
« moral duty, or a mean of grace?“ Moſt of what he 
ſays is wide of the point. The lawfulneſs of religious ſo. 
cieties for prayer, praiſe, and Chriſtian conference, I never 
denied ; though I think when ſuch ſocieties meet frequent. 
ly, and are long together, they are an obſtruction to fami- 
ly and private devotion, and breach of the precept, “ Six 
days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work.“ Neither did 
I queſtion the happineſs of finding a Chriſtian friend to 
whom we may freely impart our ſpiritual comforts or di- 

ſtreſſes; though I think too, there are caſes in which the 
heart alone ſhould know its own bitterneſs, and a ſtranger, 
howerer dear to us, ſhould not intermeddle with its joy. 
What I find fault with, I ſhall ſtate as briefly as poſlible, 

It appears from p. 88. of the Earneſt Appeal, that the 
r2''gious experiences inquired into include all things felt in 
the minds of religious people, whatever God does for their 
precious ſouls, whatever temptations or buffettings they 
may feel from Satan, whatever ſtrugglings and workings 


from a corrupt nature, and all thoſe temptations and con- 
flicts 
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flicts in the minds of the religious, ariſing from the world 
in its various appearances, connections, or relations, or the 
providential diſpenſations by which God proves their vir- 
tue, and exerciſes their patience. 1211881 70 
The Methodiſts conduct their inquiries into religious ex- 
periences in this extenſive ſenſe of the word: 1. More pri- 
vately. There are” (ſays, Mr Weſley, Nature, deſign, 
and genzral rules of the united ſocieties, p. 4.) © about 
«« twelve perſons in every claſs, one of whom is ſtyled he 
« leader. It is his buſineſs to ſee each perſon in his claſs, 
c oncea week at the leaſt, in order to inquire how their 
* ſouls proſper, . 2. More publicly in the meetings 
of their claſſes. Earneſi Appeal, p. 89. The leader or 


e teacher aſks every one a few queſtions relating to the 


c« preſent ſituation of their minds, in order that he may 
the better ſpeak to their edification,”” 

The church of Rome maintain, that in the ſacrament of 
penance, it is jure divino neceſſary to the remiſſion of ſins, 
to confeſs all and every mortal fin, even the moſt ſecret, 
which can with diligent premeditation be called to mind, 
together with the circumſtances which change the kind of 


fin; and the prieſt is directed to aſl prudent queſtions, 


where the penitent does not expreſs the number, the kinds, 
and the neceſſary circumſtances of his fins. Againſt this, 


it has been juſtly objected, that there is the utmoſt danger 


of violating modeſty, by putting queſtions, under pretence 
of ſearching ſin to the bottom, which ſhall ſuggeſt wicked 
thoughts to the minds of young and unexperienced perſons, 
ſuch as otherwiſe would never have entered there: and that 
auricular confeſſion, if it is made a point of conſcience to 
confels the moſt ſecret ſins, leaves the reputation, and, in 
ſome caſes, the life of the laity at the mercy of the clergy, 
not only by divulging what is confeſſed, but by improving 


their knowledge of mens weakneſſes, inclinations, Cc. to 


gain an aſcendant over them, and to ſeduce them to ſub- 
lerve their mercenary or licentious deſigns, A leader of 
a claſs inquiring at the eleven under his charge, what temp- 
tations of Satan, what workings of corrupt nature, or 
conflicts from his worldly circumitances he has encounter- 


ed, is liable to the very ſame abuſes. If inquiries are ho- 


neſtly anſwered, the reſt of the claſs are at the mercy of 


C 2 | their 
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„ 


their leader; if not, they acquire habits of hypocriſy and 
diſſimulation. N | 

But let us ſuppoſe, what can hardly be expected, that 
every leader of a claſs is poſſeſſed of eminent meaſures of 
probity and prudence : yet ſurely it is next to impoſſible, 
that all under his inſpection ſhould reſemble him in theſe 
qualities, In the meetings of a claſs, the experience of 
every one who belongs to it, is inquired after, and all 
preſent hear the account. A judicious writer has obſerved, 
that even in truly gracious experiences, there is often an 
unhappy mixture of human or natural affections or paſ- 
þ, ſions, impreſſions on the imagination, and ſelf-righteouſ- 
„ neſs, or ſpiritual pride; and that experiences are apt to 
degenerate, by men laying great weight on the natural 
and imapinary part, and yielding to, and indulging it *. 5 
This degeneracy may be probably increaſed by a raſh, fre- 1 
| quent, and promiſcuous relation of uncommon experiences, | 
| The relators may begin to think of themſelves more high- | 

iy than they ought to think. Some of a more tender and 

circuniſpect behaviour may be diſcouraged, becauſe ſtran-- 

gers to thoſe extraordinary manifeſtations: and the nar- 

rating our doubts and ſcruples, the temptations that have 

aſlaulted us, or the workings of indwelling corruption in 
| our hearts, may often excite ſimilar doubts or temptations 5 

| inthe breaſts of the hearers. A ſecret can hardly be kept by 

twelve: and if there is any thing ſingular in an experience, 

probably it will be handed about as a ſecret to the confi- 

dents of every member of a claſs, and to the confidents of 

theſe confidents, till it takes air, is publicly, talked of, 

and by the profane turned into ridicule. He who is ſatiſ- 
fied with divine conſolations, can enjoy reſt without divul- 
ging what he has felt; while others, if the companions 

dearken to their voice, are little concerned to cauſe God 

to hear it. Theſe arguments, however, do not militate 
gainſt Chriſtians often converſing together on the works 

Or creation, providence, and redemption, the glories of the 

. Saviour, the wonders of God's law and goſpel, and the im- 

portant realities of a future world; nor againſt imparting to 

familiar friends, eſpecially when in anguiſh of ſpirit, thoſe: 
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ednſolations, wherewith they in like circumſtances have 
been comforted of God. Not to obſerve, that valuable 


purpoſes may be often gained by exhibiting to public view 


the riches of divine power and grace in remarkable conver- 
ſions. 1 ns 
The duties of loving one another, rejoicing with them 


. that rejoice, and weeping with them that weep, of pray- 


ing for one another, and of bearing one another's burdens, 
are not confined to thoſe of the ſame claſs, but extend to 
all our fellow Chriſtians. Therefore, if they infer an obli- 
gation on thoſe of the ſame claſs, they infer an obligation 
on Chriſtians in general, to inquire into one another's ex- 
periences, which I ſuppoſe Mr Kerſhaw will hardly plead 
for. He is right in ſaying, the conſequenceis not good ; 


a thing may be abuſed to bad purpoſes, and therefore 


ought not to be done : becauſe eating and drinking, nay, 
the Bible, may be abuſed. But a little reflection might have 
ſuggeſted to him, that though no degree of danger ſhould 
deter us from a neceſſary duty, probable bad conſequences 
ſhould reſtrain us from acting, when no divine precept ne- 
ceſſitates us to act. It is therefore a haſty concluſion which 
he draws, p. 90. © that which is neither forbidden in 
« fcripture, nor ſinful in itfelf, nor in its neceſſiry conſe- 


* gquences, is no fm.” For circumſtances of time, place, 


company, &c. may render a thing, in its own nature indit- 
ferent, ſometimes a duty, and ſometimes a fin. 
Mr Kerſhaw pleads, p. 98.—103. that Mr Weſley's 


reaſons againſt ſeparation from the church of England, or 


attending the meetings of diſſenters, when in South Bri- 


tain, equally conclude againſt the Methodiſt teachers in 
Edinburgh ſeparating from the church of Scotland, or at- 
tending the qualified Epiſcopal meetings there.—-I ſhould 
be apt, on a ſuperſicial view, to be of the ſame mind. The 
danger of giving offence, exciting controverly, and pre- 
venting thouſands from either hearing them or continuing 
with them, may be as good a political motive for ſeeming 


to favour the eſtabliſhment of Calviniſm and Preſbytery in 


one country, as that of Epiſcopacy in another, Nay, the 
argument will go much farther. The ſame prudential 
rule, if calculated for the meridians of Stockholm, Peterfe 
burg, or Vienna, equally directs ſimilar marks of regard to 
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Lutheraniſm, tbe Greek church, or the church of Rome. 
In all theſe churches, opinions may be profeſſed oppoſite to 
Mr Weſley's: but, ſo far as I can judge, no opinions that 
appear to him more dangerous tban predeſtination, final 
perſeverance, and the imputation of Chriſt's active obe- 
dience. But Mr Kerſhaw ſeems to forget Mr Weſley's 


'T2th reaſon againſt ſeparation from the church of Eng- 
land, That by ſuch ſeparation, they ſhould act in direct 
ontradiftion to that very end for which providence had 


raiſed them up. viz. to quicken their brethren. * The 
66 firſt meſſage, /ays he, of all our preachers, is, to the loſt 
«& ſheep of the church of England. Now, would it not 
« be a flat contradiction to this deſign, to ſeparate from 
« the church?“ Are there in North Britain no loſt ſheep 


of the church of England? or is leſs pity due to them, 


becauſe their form of religion has not the advantage of a 
legal eſtabliſhment, or of the approbation of the majority 
of the people? If the firſt meſſage of the Methodiſt preach- 
ers is to them, ſhould not the very principles, which re- 
ſtrained them from attending diſſenting meetings at Lon- 


don, reſtrain them from attending Preſbyterian churches 
in Edinburgh ? The zeal of diſſenters generally exceeds 


that of an eſtabliſhed church: and if occaſionally hearing 
in a Preſbyterian meeting, offends Epiſcopals at London, 
Epiſcopals here will be much more offended, by their al- 
moſt conſtant attendance in Preſbyterian churches. 

The reaſonings in Mr Weſley's Letter, and in the Earne/t 
Fppeal, p.103.—1 16. may ſhow the impropriety of filling 
the pulpit or even the preſs with matters of doubtful diſ- 
putation, but can never reconcile it with miniſterial faith» 
fulneſs, to give no warning, when errors prevail ſubverſive 
of vital piety ; nay, that imply the moſt ſhocking blaſ- 
phemy. 

P. 111. Mr Kerſhaw proceeds to vindicate Mr Weſley's 
ſaying, It is a point we chiefly inſiſt upon, that ortlio- 
% doxy,or right opinion, is at beſt but a very ſlender part 
« of religion, if any part of it at all.“ But as he refers 
to Mr Welley's anſwer to the Biſhop of Glouceſter, I muſt 
begin with conſidering what is advanced there on this ſub- 


ject. 


And here, inſtead of ſatisfaction, I find little elſe than 
that 
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and frequently it is no part of religion. 


ſalvation, of which they are wholly ignorant. 


L a+: 4 

that ſhifting, at which Mr Weſley is ſo ſingularly expert. 
P. 17. he acknowledges it our duty to labour after a right 
judgment in all things; as a wrong judgment naturally 
leads to wrong practice. P. 19. he allows that right 
opinians are a great help, and wrong opinions a great hin- 
drance to religion. P. 20. he diſclaims ſaying that errors 
in faith have little to do with religion, or that 0 are no 
lett or impediment to the holy ſpirit. a 
Yet he ſays, p. 17. © I fay again, right opinion is at beſt 
but a very ſlender part of religion, (which properly and 
6 directly conſiſts in right tempers, words and actions), 
For it may 
«© be where there is no religion at all: in men of the moſt 

% abandoned lives: yea, in the devil himſelf. 
If religion conſiſts in right tempers, the love of God, 
and conſequently what is neceſſary to produce that love, 
is no ſlender part of religion. But how can the love of 


God be produced in the heart, without ſuitable opinions 


of God's lovelineſs and love? Such opinions are therefore 


eſſential to religion, becauſe without them religion never 


ſubſiſts: and the devil's believing the divine perfections, no 
more proves that right opinion is a ſlender part of religion, 
than a projector's laying the foundation of a fabric which 


he finds himſelf unable to rear, proves, that a foundation 


is at beſt but a ſlender part of a building, and often no part 
of it at all. 

I ſtay not to examine Mr Weſley's criticiſm of Bp War- 
burton's interpretation of £ph. v. 9. If Mr Weſley is right 
in adopting Bengelius's various reading,“ the fruit of light 
is in all goodnels, &c.” then right tempers are produced 
by light in the underſtanding, z. e. by right ſentiments : 
and Mr Weſley aſſerts, without ground, p. 20. that God, 
generally ſpeaking, begins his work at the heart. HK ar- 
gument is, © Men uſually feel deſires to pleaſe God, before 
« they know how to. pleaſe him, Their heart ſays, What 
« muſt 1 do to be ſaved? before they underſtand the way 
„of ſalvation,” I reply, Men feel no deſire to pleaſe 
God, or even to eſcape his wrath, till they know ſome- 
thing of God; and men can never fall in with a plan of 
In the 
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new, as in the old creation, God begins with ſaying, Let 
there be light. 

Let us now ſee if there is more argument in Mr Kers | 
ſhaw's tedious defence. P. 112. he argues from James' 8 g 
deſcription of religion, Jam. i. 26, 27. as conſiſting in 
bridling the tongue, viſiting the fatherleG and widows itt f 
their affliction, and keeping ourſelves unſpotted from the 
world: and aſks, ** What is there here that eontradicts 
Mr Weſley's aſſertion ?” I reply, What if there were no- 
thing ? If right opinion is a flender part of religion, becauſe 
omitted in this paſſage, will not the ſame argument equal- 
1y conclude, that love to God is a flender part of religion 
too? Beſides, right opinion is not omitted in this paſſage. 
79 If we look back to the preceding verſes, 23, 25. we ſhall 
„ find the religious perſon a hearer of the word, and not a 
os forgetful hearer, but one who looketh into the perfect law 
8 of liberty. If we look forward to the following verſe, 
| Fa. ii. 1. he is one who has the faith of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the Lord of glory: not to infiſt that the bridling 
the tongue, v. 26. has a chief reference to the abuſe of the 
tongue in religious matters, e. g. by charging the Deity 
with tempting us to fin, 7a. i. 13. or by aſſerting that a 
profeſſion of faith is ſufficient to conſtitute men Chriſtians,. 
without any good works manifeſting the ſincerity of that 
profeſſion, Ja. ii. I 4. | 

In the ſame page he calls us to hear what reaſon ſays: 
« Every part is eſſential to the whole; for the whole is 
« made up of all its parts: now take away any of its 
« parts, and the whole is defective If then right opi- 
„ nions be eſſential to ſalvation, and the whole be de- 
« ſtroyed if any of its eſſential parts be wanting, I may 
Tk * venture to aſk, Who then can be ſaved © who will (take 

. „ his eternal all upon it, that he is right in all his opinions? 
* If right opinion enter into the eſſence of religion, then 
& religion is deſtroyed at a blow, if a man be in the leaſt 
«© wrong in his opinions.“ In what laborious forge that 
| | reaſon was hammered out, which utters thefe oracles, Mr 
_ Kerſhaw beſt knows, What regard they merit, let him- 
{elf decide, when he has liſtened to ſome more of them, 
evidently the voice of thts fome upſtart reaſon. Natural 


life conſiſts not in the union of the ſoul and body; for 
the 
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the body is made up of all its parts. Now, take away 
any of its parts, and the whole is defective. If then the 
body be eſſential to natural life, and the whole be de- 
ſtroyed if any of its eſſential parts be wanting, life would 
be deſtroyed at a blow, if a man want a noſe, a little fin- 
ger, nay a hair of his head. The body therefore is not 
eſſential to animal life; and a man may make a ſhift to 
live without a head, or a heart, If here Mr Kerſhaw 
would reply, as any man of fenſe would, that though ſome 
of the members of the body may be wanting, and animal 
life remain, yet that other members are eſſential to it; 


let him reflect, that in like manner ſome opinions may be 


eſſential to ſalvation, while others are not. His proving 
that a man may be ſaved, who believes not infant-baptiſm, 
would be no proof, that a man can be ſaved, who believes 
not that there is a God. 

Earneſt Appeal, p. 113.“ Let us examine what matter 
of fact ſays: Can any one have any eſſential part of re- 
“ ligion, without having ſome religion ? Surely not. If 
«© then any one can be ſuppoſed to have a right opinion, 
e he has an eſſential part of religion; and therefore con- 
« ſequently has ſome religion, According to this way of 
c reaſoning it evidently follows, that there may be ſome 
« effential part of religion in the worſt of men, and devils 
«© likewiſe ; this therefore proves too much to be true.“ 
By the ſame medium I prove, that the heart is no eſſential 
part of the human body. For an aſs muſt be poſſeſſed of a 
human body, if a heart is efſential to it, becauſe an aſs has 
a heart. If you reply, that the heart of a man and of an 
aſs differ in their properties and operations; I beg leave to 
remind you, that ſo does right opinion in devils, in bad 
men, and in the truly religious. Perception of an injury 
done us, is one eſſential ingredient in forgiveneſs of inju- 
ries. A revengeful perſon has that perception, but it would 
be ridiculous on that account to aſcribe to him that amiable 
virtue. A ſingle ingredient may be eſſential to complex 
moral qualities of the moſt oppoſite nature. Some know- 
ledge of the goſpel of Chriſt is eſſential both to a love of 
that goſpel, and to a malicious oppoſition of it. 

P. 113. near the foot, Religion ſometimes means the 
% work of God in the foul, and a ſuitable conduct my ; 
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in this ſenſe Mr Weſley uſes it.” Beit ſo: yet ſtill en» 
lightning the underſtanding, or producing there right ſen- 
timents of divine things, is an eſſential part of the work of 
God in the ſoul. And right opinion is as eſſential to ſuit · 
able conduct, as a fountain: to the ſtreams, or a founda- 
tion to the ſuperſtructure. _ ; | | 

I had faid, © I much queſtion if Mr Weſley will not find 
tt it a taſk too hard for him, to prove, that ignorance and 
5 error are as friendly to virtue as juſt ſentiments.” To 
this Mr Kerſhaw replies. p. 115. * It is certainly enough for 
« Mr Weſley if he can maintain and prove his own pro- 
Fc. poſition : for then, in the next place, the editor himſelf 


«< muſt prove, that the conſequences he has inferred from 


*£ theſe premiſſes are fair, natural, and neceflary : but that 
1c he cannot do, till he has overturned what is here ſaid 
* in their defence, &c.” If right opinion is a flender part 
of religion, or no part of it at all, then the want of right 
opinion, or the oppoſite to it, muſt be a ſlender obſtacle to 
religion, or rather no obſtacle at all; and thus ignorance 
and error may be as friendly to religion as juſt ſentiments. 


J have met with nothing in the Earneſi Appeal to invali- 


date this conſequence. 

It is infinuated, p. 118. that they who draw ſuch dread- 
ful conſequences from Mr Weſley's propoſition, perhaps do 
all they can to murder the cauſe of God, To ſupport this 
heavy charge, it is aſked, p. 119. Have you not ſeen 
« ſome thouſands in Britain and Ireland, who were once 
« openly profane, wicked, irreligious perſons, but are 
« now, as far as man can judge, really converted by the 


& means of Mr Weſley, and thoſe who are with him in the 
% work, Cc. Cc. Is not this the Lord's doing? and can 


% any but God convert ſinners?“ And, p. 20. Upon 
« a ſuppoſition that this work is of God, (and is it impoſ- 
6 {ible to be true?), when Chriſt is in your aſſemblies, as 
ce he certainly is where two or three are met in his name, 
and the miniſter ſounding his alarm as zealouſly as Paul 
** when going to Damaſcus, Jeſus may be ſaying, Why 
*c perſecuteſt thou ME in my members? 

To thisI reply, 1. I have not ſuch evidence of the facts, 
from which it is concluded, that thouſands have been con- 
verted by Mr Weſley and thoſe with him in the work; as 

| | | I have, 
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46 this incongruous inference ? 


* 


I baye, that many of Mr Weſley's opinions are falſe, and. 
ſome of them dangerous errors. For the firſt I have at beſt 
the teſtimony of man, who may be deceived; for the laſt, 

the infallible teſtimony of God in the ſacred eracles. 
2. There may be a viſible change in the conduct to the bet- 
ter, from other cauſes than ſaving grace. 3. Suppole the 
alledged converſions were all real, will God's bleſſing his 
own truths. as preached by any, prove, that dangerous er- 
rors, mingled by them with thoſe truths, ought to be con- 
nived at. The ſcriptures, not the perſonal character of a 
miniſter, or the ſucceſs of his miniſtrations, is the touch- 

ſtone by which the truth of every particular opinion he 

advances, ought to be tried. I ſuppoſe Mr Weſley will 
not ſay, that he and his aſſociates have done more to pro- 

mote the intereſts of religion than Calvin and Zuinglius 

did ; and yet he muſt think, that they who keenly oppoſed 

their doctrine as to predeſtination, Cc. did right, and were 
by no means guilty, in conſequence of that oppolition, of 
fighting againſt God. Peter was the inſtrument of con- 

verting thouſands; and yet Paul,when withſtanding him at 

Antioch, was not ſighting againſt God. 

P. 120, 121. Can any man imagine that Mr Weſley: 
cc ſhould avow a principle, from which it might eaſily be 
«© inferred, that he ſuppoſes both ignorance and error are 
<a friendly to virtue as juſt ſentiments ? Are not 
Mr Welley's whole life and labours a confutation of 
Pray to what end has 
© Mr Weſley indefatigably laboured above thirty years, 
in tranſlating, extracting, abridging, and compoſing 
© books of experimental and practical divinity, S.. I 
charge not Mr Weſley: with aſſerting, that ignorance and 
error are as friendly to virtue as juſt ſentiments: but if 
this is a juſt inference from a propoſition maintained by 
him, he is bound to defend it, or elſe to renounce the pro- 
polition too. Mr Kerſhaw might have ſeemingly enforced 
bis argument from Mr Weſley's pieces on predeſtination 
and Juſtification ; but they would only farther prove, that 
there are inconſiſtencies in his writings and conduct. 

P. 122.124. Odium is endeavoured to be caſt on the 
prefacer, as maintaining, that all who believe not abſolute 


and nnconditionnl predeſtination ſhall be damned. zh 
this 


E 


this I would only ſay, that few Calviniſts aſſert predeſtina - 


tion to be abſolute and unconditional, in the ſenſe in which 


their opponents underſtand theſe phraſes. They aſſert, | 


that the ſalvation of ſome and damnation of others, is ſo 
determined in the divine decree, that the event is not ſuſ- 
pended on any precarious condition, but is infallibly cer- 
tain: but they don't aſſert that the divine decree is founded 
on no wiſe reaſons to us unknown, but on mere arbitrary 
will; nor do they ſay, that an end is fo fixed that it ſhall 


be obtained without the means; but teach, that where the 


end is ordained, the means are ordained alſo, Neither are 
the bulk of Calviniſts uncharitable to thoſe who differ from 


them. While almoſt all the Lutherans pronounce the Cal- 


vinift doctrine of predeſtination a fundamental error, the 
Calviniſts as generally and juſtly maintain, that the dif- 
ference betwixt them and the Lutherans is not fundamen- 


tal. For my own part, I gratefully acknowledge my 


obligations to many Lutheran divines, who write in a 
ſtrain remarkably evangelical, and I think have been ex- 


celled by none in explaining and defending juſtificatien 


through the obedience and ſufferings of Chriſt ; yet ſtill 
the Calviniſt doctrine of predeſtination appears to me re- 


vealed in ſcripture, which it would not have been, had the 
belief of it been of no importance: and Mr Weſley's va- 


riation from that doctrine is, as I apprehend, much more 
dangerous than thoſe of the Lutheran churches. 

Yet this is not the worſt error vented by Mr Weſley. 
He aſſerts juſtification by faith as fulfilling the condition 
of a new covenant, as obeying a new law, or as the 
great maſter-duty of the goſpel, which includes every other 
act of new obedience. I queſtion not that good men, by 
a becoming zeal againſt Antinomianiſm, have been betray -« 
ed into ſuch aſſertions, without conſidering their full im- 
port ; while, in the mean time, they have looked for eter- 


nal life, not on account of their own virtues, or good 


works, but on account of the merits and ſufferings of Jeſus ; 
yet in theſe modes of expreſſion they have groſsly deviated 
from the form of ſound words. And it is a melancholy 


ſymptom of a falling, or rather a fallen church, when the 
method of acceptance with God, implied in theſe aſſertions, 
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is generally taught and believed. See Fer. xxxiii. 16. Gal. 
i. 6.— 9. & ii. 21. 
The charge in Mr Kerſhaw's appendix of firſt-rate fun- 


damental miftakes in {paſio vindicated, is fo poorly ſup- 


ported, that it deferves no reply. And thus I think I have 
anſwered Mr Kerſhaw in the manner he defires, p. 130, 
except that I have not ſet my name to the performance. 
That circumſtance is of no conſequence to the public, fince 


LJ aſſert no facts without appealing to my vouchers. If I 


had publiſhed my name, an artful anſwerer might have led 
away the attention of his reader from the charge againſt 
Mr Weſley, to fome leſſer points, in which, on other oc- 
caſions, I have declared my diſſent from certain commonly- 
received ee However, to gratify Meſſ. Weſley and 
Kerſhaw, I now acquaint them, that they are right in 
their conjecture as to the author of the preface; and there- 
fore that my opinions appear, by my former publications, 


to differ in ſome particulars from Mr Hervey's; tho' there 


was no medium in the preface from which this fact could 
be fairly concluded, and Mr Kerſhaw's lopic blundered in 
drawing from it chat inference. 


I ſhall now conclude with ſome remarks on Mr Weſley's 
writings, which could not be properly introduced in the 
preceding defence. 

Sermons, vol. I. p. 173. he explains om. vii. of the 
ſtruggle betwixt legal convictions and depraved inclina- 
tions; and, 16. p. 193. explains the teſtimony of the Spi- 
rit, as an inward impreſſion upon the ſoul, whereby the 
Spirit of God directly witneſſes to my fpirit that I am a 


child of God. The firſt of theſe interpretations is well 


refuted in Dickin/on's familiar letters, and the ſecond in 
Edwards on religious affettions k. Many judicious divines 
have indeed fallen into both theſe miſtakes ; yet they are 
not without their danger. The firit may greatly diſcou- 
rage the humble Chriſtian, who groans under the workings 
of indwelling corruption; and the ſecond may ſtrengthen 
the wicked in his wickednels, while he concludes, that a 
talſe and enthuſiaſtical impreſſion is the witneſs of the Spirit. 


* It ſeems to me a ſtrong proof of the bad taſte of the age, 


that the republiſhing ſo judicious a treatiſe has not met with due 
encouragement, 
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Sermons, vol. I. p. 26. “ Sincerity therefore is neceſſa- 
rily implied in the being almoſt a Chriſtian ; a real deſign 
to ſerve God; a hearty deſire to do his will; a ſincere view 
of pleaſing God in all things, in all his converſation, in 
all his actions, in all he does, or leaves undone. This de- 
ſign, if any man be almoſt a Chriſtian, runs through the 


whole tenor of his life.” Was David miſtaken when 
he ſaid, P/al. exix. 6. © Then ſhall I not be aſhamed when 
I have a reſpect to all thy commandments ?* 

16. vol. II. p. 265.—269. In explaining Matth. vi. 19. 
he obſerves, that it is lawful to lay up what is neceſſary 
to diſcharge our juſt debts; to provide for ourſelves and 
families the plain neceſſaries of life; to put our children 
In a Capacity, when we are gone, to provide for theme 

{elves theſe neceſſaries, by diligent labour; and to enable 
us to carry on. our worldly buſineſs in ſuch meaſure as is 
ſufficient to anſwer theſe purpoſes : but that labouring af- 
ter a larger meaſure of worldly ſubſtance than will anſwer 
theſe purpoſes, is abſolutely forbidden.“ This tends to 


perplex tender conſciences with endleſs ſcruples. Miniſters . 


ſhould beware of laying burdens on men which God has 
not laid. God has indeed denounced a woe againſt thoſe 
that add houſe to houſe, and land to land, till there be 
no place in the earth ; and has charged the rich to be rich 


in good works: but if it is lawful to tranſmit to our chil- 


dren an eltate, which we ourſelves inherited, as Mr Wefley 
acknowledges, why ſhould it be unlawful to tranſmit to 
them an eſtate which we have acquired by honeſt induſtry ? 


Is not the laſt as lawful a 1 and as * at our 


diſpoſal, as the firſt ? 

J5. p. 305. he thus explains Row, X. 3, 4. © Being igno- 
rant of that holineſs of heart, which is termed God's righ- 
teouſneſ5, being his free gift through Chriſt, and his own 
work by his Spirit, and labouring to eſtabliſh that outſide 
righteouſneſs, which may be termed their own, becauſe 
neither wrought by the Spirit of God, nor owned and ac- 
cepted of him, but wrought by their own natural ſtrength, 
they hardened themſelves againſt that faith, whereby alone 
it was poſlible to atrain this inward riphteoufaets, For 
Chriſt pu an end to the law of external rites and ceremo- 
nies, that he might bring in a better righteouſneſs through 


his blood, even the image of God into the inmoſt ſoul of 
every 


* 
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every one that believeth.” And, p. 306. he explains 7h 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil. iti. 9. to mean, 
that holineſs of heart, which is the work of God through 
faith in Chriſt. Theſe interpretations ſhould have been 
mentioned, when I was n his ſcheme of juſtiſica- 
tion. 

Sermons, vol. III. p. 47. On the other hand, they, 
whoſe hearers, if unrighteous before, remain unr W 
ſtill, or at leaſt void of any righteouſneſs which exceeds 
the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and Phariſees, they are falſe 
prophets, they are not ſent of God; therefore their word 
falls to the ground 5 That a faithful miniſter may la- 
bour without ſucceſs, the {cripture denieth not, and expe- 
rience confirms. 

Ib. vol. II. p. 50. & /24. he denies the perſeverance of 
the ſaints, and repreſents the gradual manner of their apo- 
ſtaſy. And, Pp. 53. be ſuppoſes tbat faith and love were 
extinct in Peter, when he committed the act of diſſimula- 
tion for which Paul withſtood him to the face. 

16, vol. I. p. 8.“ They (viz. believers) are alſo ſaved 
«© from the fear, though not from the poſſibility of falling 
% away from the grace of God, and coming ſhort of the 
« great and precious promiſes.“ How one who be- 
lieves his total and final apoſtaſy poilible can truly love 
God, and yet feel no fear of fo dreadtul an evil, is incon- 
ceivable. 

Mr Weſley ſeems to maintain not only the attainable- 
neſs of ſinleſs perfection in a preſent life, but that it is ac- 
tually attained by every one born of God. 

Character of a Methodiſt, zd edit. p. 10. Whatſo- 
ever he doth, is all to the glory of God. In all his em- 
ployments of every kind, he not only aims at this, (which 
is implied in having a ngle eye), but actually attains it. 
His buſineſs and refreſhments, as well as his prayers, all 
ſerve to this great end. Whether he fit in his houſe, or 
walk by the way, he is promoting, in all he ſpeaks or does, 
the one buſineſs of his life.“ 

Sermons, vol. I. p. 9. He that is by faith born of God, 
ſinneth not, 1. By any babitual fin. 2. By any willful ſin; 
for bis will, while he abideth in the faith, is utterly ſet 
againſt all ſn, and abhorreth it as deadly poiſon. 3. By 
any ſinful deſire z for he continually deſireth the holy and 
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1 
perfect will of God; and any tendency to an unholy deſire, 
he, by the grace of God, ſtifleth in the birth. Nor, 4. By 
infirmit ies, whether in act, word, or thought; for bis infir- 
mities have no concurrence of his will; and without this 
they are not properly ſins. Thus he that is born of God 
doth not commit ſin: and though he cannot ſay he hath 
not ſinned, yet now he ſinneth not. 115 

Sermon, vol. II. p. 23. An immediate and conſtant fruit 
of this faith, whereby we are born of God, a fruit which 
can in no wiſe be ſeparated from it, no not for an hour, 
is power over fin; power over outward fin of every kind; 
over every evil word and work; for whereſoever the blood 
of Chriſt is thus applied, it purgeth the conſcience from 
dead works: and over inward ſin; for it purifieth the 
heart from every unholy deſire and temper. 

15. p. 25. (Having cited 1 John iii. 9. to prove the be- 
liever's power over outward fin, he adds), © But ſome men 
will ay, True; whoſoever is born of God doth not com- 
mit fin habitually.” Habitually ! whence is that? I read 
it not. It is not written in the book. God plainly ſaith, 
te doth not commit fin; and thou addeſt, habitually ! 
Who art thou that mendeſt the oracles of God? that ad- 
deſt to the words of this book? Beware, I beſcech thee, 
leſt God. add to thee all the plagues that are written 
therein. | | 

Sermons, vol. III. p. 203.— 23 4. Chriſtians are not fo 
perfect in this life as to be free, (1.) from ignorance ; | 
(2.) from miſtakes; (3.) from infirmites, i. e. inward and 
outward imperfections, not of a moral nature, but ſuch as 
dulineſs or confuſedneſs of apprehenſion, a treacherous 
memory, c.; (4.) from temptation. But, 1. Even babes 
in Chriſt are in ſuch a ſenſe perfect as not to commit fin, 
The leaſt that can be implied in the expreſſions, Rom. vi. 
1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. 1 John wi. 8. v. 18. is, that all real Chri- 
ſlians ceaſe from outwerd tranſgreſſions of God's law. It 
will not follow, that becauſe David, one of the holieſ- 
men among the Jews, did commit fin, that all Chriſtians 
commit fin as long as they live, They who argue thus 
conſider not our Lord's declaration, Matth. xi. 11. that 
the leaſt true believer is greater than the higheſt Old-te- 
lament ſaint. Solomon fays, there is no man that ſinneth 
not: and unqueſtionably there was none in his axis "ua | 

rom 


Ee En EIS E 

3 . J ͤ CEPT OS 1 - 

F Ty 
aa = 1 a 


F 
VV 
a ws, © © . oa . at AN gn 
\ er, Fo L 


1 ” 1 * 
S 
5 * 


E * 


from the day that ſin entered into the world, until the 
Son of God was manifeſted to take away our fins. We 
are told, John vii. 38. The Holy Ghoſt was not yet 
“ given, becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified,” i. e. theſe 
fanQifying influences were not beſtowed whereby men are 
made more than conquerors over ſin. For the power of 
working miracles cannot be meant, that having been gi- 


ven to the apoſtles, when firſt commiſſioned to preach the 


goſpel, That this great ſalvation from ſin was not given, 


till Jeſus was glorified, Peter teſtifies; where ſpeaking of 


his brethren, as now receiving the end of their faith, the 
ſalvation of their fouls, he adds, that the prophets only fore- 
told that grace, but did not enjoy it, 1 Pet. i. 9, 10, 89 
far is David from being the ſtandard of Chriſtian perfection, 
that it is foretold, Zech. xii. 8.“ He that is feeble among 
them ſhall be as David.“ 2. They who are ſtrong in the 
Lord are freed from evil thoughts and evil tempers. 
Every one that is perfect, is as his Miſter, Luke vi. 40. As 
he is ſo are we in this world, 1 70% iv. 17.” 

cannot ſtay to give a full extract of the ſermon on 
Chriſtian perfection, contained in the pages above referred 
to. But there is an anſwer to an obvious objection againſt 
his ſcheme, which I ſhall tranſcribe, p. 218. The apoſtles 


themſelves, it is faid, committed fin: nay the greateſt of 


them, Peter and Paul. St Paul, by his tharp contention 
with Barnabas, and St Peter, by his diſſimulation at An- 
tioch. Well, ſuppoſe both Peter and Paul did then com- 
mit ſin; what is it you would infer from hence? that all 
the other apoſtles committed fin ſometimes ? There is no 
thadow of proof in this. Or, would you thence iafer, 
that all the other Chriſtians of the apoſtolic age committed 
lin? worſe and worſe; this is ſuch an inference as one 
would imagine a man in his ſenſes could never have thought 
of. Or will you argue thus? If two of the apoſtles did 
once commit fin, then all other Chriſtians, in all ages, do 
and will commit fin as long as they live. Alas, my bros 
ther! a child of common underitanding would be aſhamed 


of ſuch reaſoning as this.“ 


Paul's contention with Barnabas is a ſtrong preſump- 
tion againſt the attainablevels of perfection in this life; 
becauſe of all mere men he ſeems to have made the great- 
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oy eſt advances towards-it. But it is a demonſtration of the 
| falſchood of Mr Weſley's propoſition, that even babes in 
12 Chriſt are in ſo far perfect as not to commit fin, Mr Weſ- 
5 ley will allow that Paul was then more than a babe in 
9 Chriſt, and yet he ſinned. To ſay, he at that time fell 
from grace, will hardly quadrate with his ſubſequent hi- 
ſtory, at leaſt if Mr Weſley is right in his ideas of the man- 
ner of knowing true prophets, from the fruits of their 
K . doctrine, as to themſelves, and as to their hearers. Ser- 
f 210715, vol. III. p 45.—47. 
If we urge againſt this bypotheſis 1 John i. 8. © If we 
11 © ſay we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth 
„ «& is not in us:: Mr Weſley replies, Sermons, vol. III. 
1 p. 223. as Barclay the Quaker did before him, „that the 


Wit | roth verſe fixes the ſenſe of the 8th: If we ſay we have 
1 * no fin” in the former, being explained by“ if we ſay | 
| 15 e we have not ſinned' in the latter verſe. Neither of 


theſe verſes aſſert that we fin now. And the queſtion is 
not, whether we have finned heretofore,” 

If theſe writers have reaſon to inſiſt, that the oaks 
of forgiving fins and cleanſing from all unrighteoulneſs, 
2. 9. are not an uſeleſs tautology, I have equal reaſon to 
deny, that ver. 10. is a mere repetition of ver. 8.— The 
* connection and ſenſe of the four laſt verſes, I take to be 
| this. Ver. 7. © If we walk in the light, as he is in the 

0 « light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and the 
* blood of Jefus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all ſin.“ 
Here it might be aſked, Have they who walk in the light, 
as God is in the light, any moral defilement, from which 
they need to be cleanſed by the blood of Jeſus? Yes, ſays 
the apoſtle, ver. 8. ** If we ſay that we have no fin, we 
bi | „ deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us.” Sin, de- 
1 pravity of heart, ſtill remains. We have it, we feel its 


workings, tho” its dominion is broken by converſion, and 5 
its power fill further weakened by progreſſive holineſs. 
] Nor does the efficacy of Chriſt's blood extend only to this, a 
1 but alſo to thele actual tranſgreſſions, from which they 0 

Ml that walk in the light are not wholly free. Ver. 9. If , 
5 4 


« we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
5e our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs,” _ 
Sins and unrighteouſneſs here mean, our violating by ac- 1 
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tual tranſgreſſions, the duties we owe to God, to ourſelves, 
and to one another. Ver. 10. © If we ſavy, that we have 
© not linned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
* n 16” If we ſay, that now we are light in the Lord, 
we have tranſgreſſed his precepts in no inſtance, in thought, 
word or deed; we hereby give God the lie, and prove that 
we never felt the ſaving efficacy of his word. | 

Abſolute freedom from ſin is therefore never attained 
in this life; for if it ever was attained, a conſciouſ- 
neſs and acknowledgment of fuch attainment could not, 
in that inſtance, be inconſiſtent with grace. Yet poſ- 
fibly a good man, while he feels and laments his own 
ſhortcomings, may raſhly infer from the commands of 
being perfect, that even in this life one may ceaſe to fin. 


However, from this paſſage it is clear, that the man who 


is fo far gone in ſelf-flattery, as to imagine that he him - 
{elf has attained a ſinleſs perfection, mates Cod a liar, re- 


_ preſents his law as leſs ſtrict and holy than it really is, and 


evidences that God's word has never had any faving effi- 
cacy upon his ſoul. Such thinking of ourſelves more high- 
ly than we ought to think, is oppoſite to that poverty of 
foirit, without which there is no Chriſtianity; and pre- 
vents daily penitent application to the blood of Jeſus, a 

habitual watchfulneſs againſt the occaſions of fan, and a 
tender pity for our offending brethren What then ſhall 
we think of Peter Bohler, who with three other Mora- 
vians teſtified to Mr Weſley of their own perſonal experi- 
ence, that a true living faith in Chriſt is inieparable from 
a ſenſe of pardon for all paſt, and freedom from all pre- 


ſent fins “? What ſhall we think of thoſe in the neigh- 


bourhood of Leeds, of whom Mr Welley gives this ac- 
count in his Journal, from 17th June 1758, to 5th May 
, L760, Be 983. © Having delired that as many as could 
of the neighbouripg towns, who believed they were 
% ſaved from fin, would meet me, I ſpent the preateſt 
« part of this day in examining them one by one. The 
c teſtimony of ſome I could not receive: but concern- 
ing the tar greateſt part, it is plain, (unleſs it could be 
« ſuppoſed that they tell wilful and deliberate lies), 
* Weſley's Journal from iſt Feb, 1738, to his return from Ger- 
any, ad edition, 5. 29. 
6 I'» That 


1 
I 


„ 
te x, That they feel no inward fin, and, to the beſt of their 
& knowledge, commit no outward fin. 2. That they ſee 
4 and love God every moment, and pray, rejoice, and give 
thanks evermore.” Or what of Mr Weſley himſelf ? who 
fays, This I know, I have now peace with God: and I fin 
ce not to day, and Jeſus my maſter has forbid me to take 


46 thought for the morrow *. And again, I have con- 


cc ſtant peace, not one uneaſy thought ; and [ have freedom 
ce from ſin, not one unholy defire +,” Nay, what ſhall 
we think of every one, who has 8 imbibed the 
ſyſtem and ſpirit of Mr Weſley? According to him, 
& none can have true faith, without knowing that be hath 
ce it; for whoſoever hath it, is freed from ſin, the whole 
& body of fin is deſtroyed in him .“ Mr Weſley then 
acknowledges none for believers, ſave ſuch, who know 
they have Eith, and know it from their freedom from fin ; 
1. e. who know it from experiencing, what, according to 
ſcripture, none who are true believers can imagine they 
have experienced. If Mr Weſley declares in his cool 
Judgment, and in the preſence of the moſt high God, that 
he believes the myſtic writers to be one great Antichriſt, 
for ſo zealouſly inculcating a refined way of truſting to 
our own works and righteouſneſs ||; what claim can he 
have to genuine Chriſtianity, whoſe profeſſed experience 
gives God the lie? © Say 1 theſe things as a man, or fajth 
© not the law the ſame allo?” It is a deadly charity 
that flatters men with a perſuaſion that they are in the 
way of life, whom ſcripture pronounces in the way of 
deſtruction. And neither Mr Welley's ſeeming ſtrictneſs 
of behaviour, nor the miracles by which he alledges God 
has ſometimes atteſted his million +þ will juſtify thoſe 
| who 
„„ + Ib. p. 32. 
Journal from his embarking for Georgia to his return to 
London, 2d edition, p. 70. Journal from iſt Feb. p. 27. 


Indeed he does it with no ſmall caution and addreſs. He 


obſerves, Letter is the Biſhop of Glouceſter, p. 78, that no wile 


man can deſire or expect miracles, to prove doctrines that have 
been proved by ſcripture and reaſon ; or tas that have been 
proved by teſtimony ; or theſe ſelf- evident propoſitions, ** that 
80 change ſinners from darkneſs to light is the work of God 
by alone; and “that ſuch a change wrovght in ſo many noto- 
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who forget the cautions of the wiſe man, Prov. Xx. 27. 
«© Ceaſe, my ſon, to hear the inſtruction that cauſeth to err 
« from the words of knowledge, and Prov. xiv. 12. 


© There 


e rious ſinners, in ſo ſhort à time, is a great and extraordinary 
work of God.” Yet miracles, though unneceſſary, he thinks 
have, been wrought, | 

Ib. p. 65.—69. But if miracles are not ceaſed, why do you not 
prove your miſſion thereby?” As your Lordſhip has frequently 
ſpoke to this effect, I will now give a clear anſwer. And I purpoſe- 
ly do it, in the ſame words which I publiſhed many years fince. 

** 1. I have in ſome meaſure explained myſelf on the head of 
miracles, in the third part of the Farther Appeal. But fince you 
repeat the demand, (though without taking any notice of the 
arguments there advanced), I will endeavour once more to give 
you a diſtinct, full, and determinate anſwer. And, firſt, I acknow- 
ledge, that I have ſeen with my eyes, and heard with my ears, 
ſeveral things, which, to the beit of my judgment cannot be ac- 
counted for, by the ordinary courſe of natural cauſes; and which, 
I therefore believe, ought to be aſcribed to the extraordinary inter- 


poſitron of God. If any man chuſe to ſtyle theſe miracles, I reclaim 


not. I have diligently inquired into the facts. I have weighed 
the preceding and following circumſtances. I have ſtrove to ac- 
count for them in a natural way, but could not, without doing 


violence to my reaſon, Not to go far back, I am clearly per- 


ſuaded, that the ſudden deliverance of John Haydon was one in- 
ſtance of this kind, and my own recovery on May the roth, 
another. I cannot account tor either of theſe in a zatural way; 
therefore I believe they were both ſupernatural. 

© I muſt, ſecondly, obſerve, that the truth of theſe facts is 
ſupported by the ſame kind of proof, as that of all other facts is 
wont to be, namely, the teſtimony of competent witneſſes; and 
that the teſtimony here, is in as high a degree as any reaſonable 
man can deſire. "Thoſe witnefles were many in number: they 
could not be deceived themſelves ; for the fact in queſtion they 
ſaw with their own cyes, and heard with their own ears. Nor 
is it credible, that ſo many of them would combine together 
with a view of deceiving others; the greater part being men 
who feared God, as appeared by. the general tenor of their 
lives. Thus in the caſe of Jo. Haydon: this thing was not con- 
trived and executed in a corner, and in the preſence of his own 
family only, or three or four perſons prepared for the purpoſe. 


No; it was in an open ſtreet in the city of Briſtol, at one or two 


in the afternoon. And the doors being open from the beginning, 
not only many of the neighbours, from every fide, but ſeveral 
others (indeed whoſoever deſired it) went in, till the houſe could 


contain no more. Nor yet does the account of my own illneſs 
and recovery depend, as you ſuppoſe, on my bare word, There 


were many witneſſes both of my diſorder on Friday and Saturday, 
1 | and 
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«© There is a way which ſeemeth right unto a man; but 


ce the end thereof are the ways of death.“ i 


and my lying down moſt part of Sunday, (a thing they were well 
ſatisfied could not be the effect of a ſlight indiſpoſition); and all 
who ſaw me that evening plainly diſcerned (what I could not 
wholly conceal) that I was in pain : about two hundred of whom 
were preſent, when I was ſeized with the cough, which cut me 


hort, ſo that 1 could ſpeak no more; till I cried aloud, © Lord, 


increaſe my faith: Lord, confirm the word of thy grace.” The 
ſame perſons ſaw and heard, that at that inſtant I changed my 
poſture, and broke out into thankſgiving : that quickly after I 
ſtood upright, (which I could not before), and ſhewed no fign 
either of ſickneſs or pain. | _ 
Jet I muſt defire you well to obſerve, thirdly, that my will, 
or choice, or deſire, ; 
this kind, that has ever fallen under my notice. Five minutes 
before I had no thought of this. I expected nothing leſs. I was 
willing to wait for a gradual recovery, in the ordinary uſe of 
outward means. I did not look for any other cure, till the mo- 
ment before J found it. And it is my belief, that the caſe was 
always the ſame with regard to the molt real and undoubted miracles, 
I believe God never interpoſed his miraculous power, but ac- 
cording to his own ſovereign will: not according to the will of 


man; neither of him by whom he wrought, nor of any other 


man whatſoever. The wiſdom, as well as the power, are his: 
nor can I find that ever, from the beginning of the world, he 
lodged this power in any mere man, to be uſed whenever that 


man ſaw good. . Suppoſe, therefore, there was a man now upon 


carth, who did work real and undoubted miracles; I would aſk, by 


whoſe power doth he work theſe ? and at whoſe pleaſure ? His 


own, or God's? Not his own; but God's. Bur if fo, then your 
demand is made not on man, but on God. I cannot ſay it is 
modeſt, thus to challenge God; or well-ſuiting the relation of a 
creature to his Creator. 8 

* 2. However, I cannot but think, there have been already fo 
many interpoſitions of divine power, as will ſhortly leave you 
without excuſe, if you either deny or deſpiſe them. We defire 
no favour ;' but the juſtice that diligent nquiry may be made 
concerning them. We are ready to name the perſons on whom 
the power was ſhewn, which belongeth to none but God, (not 
one or two, or ten or twelve only); to point out their places of 
abode : and we engage, they ſhall anſwer every pertinentqueſtion, 
fairly and directly; and, if required, ſhall give all theſe anſwers 
upon oath, before any who are impowered to receive them. It 
is Our particular requeſt, that the circumſtances which: went be- 
fore, which accompanied, ard which followed after the facts 
under contderation, may be throvghly examined, and punctually 
noted Gown, Let tt 4s he done, (and is it not highly needful 
it ſhould, at icalt hy thoie who would form an exact judgment * 
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If any ſuſpect that I have given unfair extracts or a- 
bridgments of Mr Weſley's writings, they may, at a very 
ſmall expence of time and money, compare my references 

| with 


and we have no fear that any reaſonable man ſhould ſeruple to 
lay, This hath God wrought. 155 | 

As there have been already ſo many inſtances of this kind, far 
beyond what we dared to alk, or think, I cannot take upon me 
to ſay, whether or no it will pleaſe God to add to their number. 
I have not herein town the mind of the Lord, neither am I his coun- 
ſellor. He may, or he may not; I cannot affirm or deny. I have 
no light, and I have no defire either way. If is the Lord: let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. I defire only to be as clay in his hand.“ 

Biſhop Warburton's Dodtrine of Grace, and Mr Velley's Letter 
to the Biſhop, refer to many paſlages in Mr Welley's Fournals con- 
cerning his alledged miracles I find no inſtances among them 
of raifing the dead, giving ſight to thoſe born blind, c. And 
though there are many accounts of remarkable recoveries from 
ſickneſs, extraordinary deliverances, judgments on ſcoffers or 
apoſtates, and pretended diſpoſſeſſion of devils; yet the circum- 
ſtances of ſome of theſe accounts do not exclude a poſſibility of 
impoſture, and the reſt may be fairly aſcribed to Providence, not 
miraculouſly exerted to atteſt the truth of a doctrine, but co- 
operating with ordinary, natural, or moral cauſes. God's ap- 
probation or diſapprobation cannot be ſafely concluded from 
extraordinary deliverances, or ſudden and unuſual calamities. 
Theſe things come alike to all men. Beſides a party may be 
juſtly cenſurable, though judgments fall on men who ſcoff at it, 
or forſake it, for appearances of piety and ſtrictneſs, and not for 
any thing really amiſs. | | | 

There is cauſe to ſuſpe&t Mr Weſley may have exaggerated 

facts that tend to the honour of his party, from his raſhneſs 
in aſſerting falſchoods to the diſparagement of others. Journal 
from 16th Feb. 1755, to 16th June 1758, p. 17, ſpeaking of the 
cauſes why the religious concern in Scotland and New England 
has been of ſhorter continuance than that in England under the 
Methodiſt teachers, he ſays *©* It does not become us to judge 
peremptorily : but perhaps ſome of them may be theſe. 1. Many 


of them became wiſe in their own eyes. They ſeemed to think 


they were the men, and there were none like them : and hence 
they refuſed God the liberty of ſending by whom he would tend, 
and required him to work by men of learning, or not at all. 
2. Many of them were bigots, immoderately attached either to 
their own opinions or modes of worſhip. Mr-Edwards himielf 
was not clear of this. But the Scotch bigots were beyond all 
others; placing Armiuianiſm (fo called) on a level with Deiſm, 
and the church of England with that of Rome. Hence they 
not only ſuffered in themſelves and their brethren a bitter zeal, 
but applauded themſelves therein, in ſhewing the ſame ſpirit 
againſt all who differed from them, as the Papiſts did againſt our 
| | forefathers, 


E. 
with the paſſages in the books themſelves, of all which 


there are copies in Mr Gray's circulating library, except 
of the ſermon on free grace, which he has alſo commiſ- 


ſioned, and hopes to procure. -- 

Thus I have gone through a very diſagreable drudgery, 
in charity to multitudes in danger of being miſled. The 
debt I owe to my congrepation and family, and the defire 
of leiſure for purpoſes which I hope may better promote the 
intereſts of religion, forbid me to launch further in this 
ſpecies of charity. If more of it ſhould be needed, I hope 
my brethren of different denominations, who think as I 
do in this matter, wil] not judpe it reaſonable that they 


ſhould be altogether. eaſed, and I only burdened. Had 


Mr Weſley been fair and open in declaring his ſentiments; 


had his errors been of little importance; or had there 


forefathers. 3. With pride, bitterneſs, and bigotry, IE indul- 


gence was joined: ſelf-denial was little taught and practiſed. 
Tis well if ſome of them did not deſpiſe or even condemn all 


ſelf-denial in things indifferent, as in apparel or food, as nearly 
allied to Popery. No marvel then that the Spirit of God was 


grieved.' | 

The chief inſtruments of the revival in New England thought, 
that abſtaining from the moderate uſe of tabacco was a ſlender 
part of religion, if any part of it at all. And they teſtified a- 
gainſt lay-exhorters, viſions, dreams, impreilions on the imagi- 
nation, Cc. by all which, Mr Weſley thinks the work of God 


in England has been carried on. On what elſe the above charge 


is founded I know nG6t, as they were men eminent for their hu- 
mility, catholic charity, and ſelf-denlal. As to the inſtruments 
of the revival in Scotland, the names of the late Mr M Lawrin 
at Glaſgow, Robe at Kilſyth, Warden at Calder, Burnſide at 


Kirkintulloch, Mackie then at St Nimians, Warden then at Cam- 


Ge, not to mention others who yet ſurvive, are a ſufficient con- 
futation of it. None of them were Arminians or Epiſcopals : 
but where was the man among them who placed Arminianiſm 
on a level with Deiſm, or the church of England with that of 
Rome? 5 

In examining the regard due to Mr Weſſey's miracles, it would not 


be amiſs to conſult our Lo R 0's warning, Matth. xxiv. 23—26. 


Then if any man ſhall ſay unto you, Lo, here is Chriſt, or there - 
& believe it not. For there ſhall ariſe falſe chriſts, and falſe 
© prophets, and ſhall ſhew great ſigus and wonders, inſomuch 
„that (if it were poſſible) they ſhall deceive the very elect. 
*« Behold I have told you before. Wheretore, if they ſhall ſay 
* unto you, Bchold, he is in the deſert, go not forth: behold, 
„ he is in the ſecret chambers, believe it not. 
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been no appearance of his gaining an influence, which k 
might enable him gradually to introduce them, I would — - 


AN 
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not probably have employed any part of a life, of which 


ſo much is already ſpent, and the remainder ſo uncertain, - = 
in writing on this ſubject. Inaccuracies of ſtyle the can» P 
did will forgive; as J only received Mr Kerſhaw's pam- 
phlet the firſt of this month, and different ca;'agernentshaye © 
demanded moſt of my hours ever fines. HOT. 
permitted me only to Write a line or two at a time. 


- - - * N 
As * 


to my facts and reaſonings, I am not conſcious there is 
need of any apology. * * | 1 5 
Edinburgh, 2 110 ore aha * 


July 20. 1765. 


E. R RA TA & A DDE N D 4. 
P. 2. J. 10, I. for rules againſt, read ſermon anſwer- 
ed by. e 
P. 11. J. 14. from the foot, for act the, read the act. 
P. 25. J. 13. 14. after doctrinal articles? inert, What 
have I ſaid of any of his preſent opinions more ſevere than. 
Fournal from 1 2th 


i. 


underſtand, that the moſt deſtructive of all thoſe errors, 
which Rome, the mother of abominations, hath brougt it 
forth, (compared to which tranſubſtantiation, and a hu n- 
dred more, are trifles light as air), is, that we are juſtif ed 


by works, or, (to expreſs the fame thing a little more 


decently), by faith and works.” 
P. 26.1. 1. in ſome copies, for inability, read abi ity. 

P. 35. J. 19. after the words againſt God, inſe rt The 
great good of which he imagines the Moravians ha ve been 
inſtruments or oceaſions, has not prevented him from ſay- 
ing, Journal from 25th Nov. 1746 to 20th Jul,, 1750, 
P. 110. “ Having procured a fight of that amazi ng com- 
pound of nonſenſe and blaſphemy, the laſt hymn - book pu- 


bliſhed by Count Zinzendorf's brethren, I belie ve it was 


my bounden duty to tranſcribe a few of thoſe wonderful 
hymns, and publiſh them to all the world, as a ſtanding 


proof, that there is no folly too groſs for thoſ e who are 
wiſe above what is written.” | 
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